Birth, parentage, marriage and death of

Sophia Ludlam nee Blockley

This brief evidences the details of the birth, parentage, marriage and death of Sophia Ludlam nee Blockley.
Those details are —

Sophia was born in Ullesthorpe, Leicestershire on 9" April 1801. Her parents were John and Ann
Blockley.

She was baptised in nearby Claybrooke on 5™ July 1801.
Sophia married Charles Ludlam at St Mary de Castro, Leicester on 22™ October 1832.
She died on the 121" May 1875 at 5 The Newarke, Leicester.

The research for this brief was conducted in early 2023 and mid-2026.

Sophia’s marriage

Sophia married Charles Ludlam at St Mary de Castro church, Leicester on 22" October 1832, see the brief
relating to Charles Ludlam junior for verification of that fact.

The St Mary parish record of the marriage is at
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=S2%2FGBPRS%2FLEICS%2F102027990%2F00161&parentid=GBPRS

%2FLEICS%2FMAR%2F00062587%2F1:



https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=S2%2FGBPRS%2FLEICS%2F102027990%2F00161&parentid=GBPRS%2FLEICS%2FMAR%2F00062587%2F1
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=S2%2FGBPRS%2FLEICS%2F102027990%2F00161&parentid=GBPRS%2FLEICS%2FMAR%2F00062587%2F1

This is a close up of the relevant entry:
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Notably, one of the witnesses signs a name that appears to be Betsy Blockley.

Also, the Sophia Ludlam person record in Family Search attached to this marriage record suggests one source
record for it is a newspaper announcement of it, see https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QLS4-
VTC3?lang=en." That announcement, which appeared in a list of marriages in the Leicester Herald of 31%
October 1832 (page 3), was located in FindMyPast, see https://www.findmypast.com/image-
viewer?issue=BL%2F0002151%2F18321031&page=3, and notes that Sophia is the second daughter of Mr John
Blockley, of Ullesthorpe. The notice is as follows:?
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In a letter to his daughter Dorothy Shields dated 2™ December 1942, Alfred Charles John Ludlam (the son of
Albert John Ludlam, see the brief relating to Alfred Charles John Ludlam) stated that his grandmother’s maiden
name was Blockley Ball, and she was from Claybrook, Leicestershire.

As noted in the brief relating to Albert John Ludlam, Ullesthorpe in Leicestershire adjoins the twin villages of
Claybrooke Magna and Claybrooke Parva. All three villages are less than a mile apart. The fact that Sophia was
the daughter of John Blockley of Ullesthorpe, as noted above, thus correlates with Alfred’s information in his
1942 letter that his grandmother came from Claybrook, Leicestershire.?

This is the full letter (Alfred had a habit of writing right up to the edge of the paper).

" URLs of Family Search records linked herein include “61903”, presumably a specific member number, and likely need adapting to function.
2The 31% October 1832 was in fact a Wednesday. The preceding Monday would have been the 29", with the Monday before that the 22",

The wedding date was plainly the 22", see the parish marriage record above.
3 The three villages are each just over 11 miles south-south-west of the centre of Leicester.


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QLS4-VTC3?lang=en
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https://www.findmypast.com/image-viewer?issue=BL%2F0002151%2F18321031&page=3
https://www.findmypast.com/image-viewer?issue=BL%2F0002151%2F18321031&page=3
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Sophia’s birth

The following four census records are demonstrated in the brief relating to Charles Ludlam junior to be for
Charles and Sophia’s family.

The 1841 England Census has Sophia aged 35, and born in Leicestershire, see

https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1841%2F0605%2F0495&parentid=GBC%2F1841%2F00105

06564:

T3 | o cach Persn who abods tharein
the prvending Night-

0l
o
|
|
l.

Rodtont Cltioct:

5 Jogee
4

Y.
2k (73

e

s
i

o
4 e s
L
Rt ol
/729
i s WAV %)

Littioe Bigps 2
A %

ey
TN ,_14L4

|
TOTAL s )W L| v
Page 1 (W7

Parish-on Tt

. WBomunghanM& %

‘ownship of e Mowands

AGE
g e
NAMES Py

il

o

Houses!

i1

/
Mfplesan
ki

R
Massisit e
sl e

e S )
il i
Heonad Basostn
oSt dideoses
o s
WA e
Jndolta
G

il
T Ak
s s he it
Fillin
oty

|

]

|
‘#Mﬁu

s

£lunds Lodlawn. i
Ll A

Y U St [ 4|

¥
Hasncill

TOT.
Pag

—

“ -
b B u}{u/bé‘
|

|

|
|
T

e

¢/ $09 /7 201 OH



https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1841%2F0605%2F0495&parentid=GBC%2F1841%2F0010506564
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1841%2F0605%2F0495&parentid=GBC%2F1841%2F0010506564

The 1841 census was taken on the 6™ June,* and hence the census record implies a date range for Sophia’s birth
of between 7™ June 1805 and 6™ June 1806. However, the ages in 40 of the 50 entries on the above two pages
appear to have been rounded up or down to the nearest “5” or “0”, and hence Sophia’s recorded age is likely to
be imprecise.

The 1851 England Census has Sophia aged 45, and born at Ullesthorpe, see
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1851%2F4355387%2F00758&parentid=GBC%2F1851%2F0
012457268:
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The 1851 census was taken on 30" March,® and hence the census record implies a date range for Sophia’s birth
of between 31t March 1805 and 30™ March 1806.

The 1861 England Census has Sophia aged 54, and born at Ullesthorpe, see
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1861%2F2295%2F00560A&parentid=GBC%2F1861%2F001
2308143:

4 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1841_United_Kingdom_census.
5 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1851_United_Kingdom_census.



https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1851%2F4355387%2F00758&parentid=GBC%2F1851%2F0012457268
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1851%2F4355387%2F00758&parentid=GBC%2F1851%2F0012457268
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1861%2F2295%2F00560A&parentid=GBC%2F1861%2F0012308143
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1861%2F2295%2F00560A&parentid=GBC%2F1861%2F0012308143
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1841_United_Kingdom_census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1851_United_Kingdom_census
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The 1861 census was taken on the 7™ April,® and hence the census record implies a date range for Sophia’s birth
of between 6™ April 1806 and 7" April 1807.

The 1871 England Census has Sophia aged 64, and born in Ullesthorpe, see

https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1871%2F3285%2F0140&parentid=GBC%2F1871%2F00174
90642:

8 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1861_United_Kingdom_census.



https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1871%2F3285%2F0140&parentid=GBC%2F1871%2F0017490642
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The 1871 census was taken on the 2" April,” and hence the census record implies a date range for Sophia’s birth
of between 3™ April 1806 to 2" April 1807.

The censuses thus suggest Sophia was born between early 1805 and early 1807. Further, having married in
1832, and with Charles born on 24" April 1807 (see the brief relating to him), one may expect that Sophia also
was born in the first decade of the 1800s or thereabouts.

A Family Search search for a Sophia Blockley record in Leicestershire about 18058 produced one record only, of
a baptism to John and Ann Blockley in Claybrooke on 5™ July 1801 after a birth on 9™ April 1801, see
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP49-17Q3:
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Sophia Blockley

Vital » England, Leicestershire Parish Registers, 1533-1991

Document Information

Cite This Record

"England, Leicestershire Parish
Registers, 1533-1991," database,
FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/619
03/1:1:QP49-L7Q3 : 6 June 2018),
Sophia Blockley, 5 Jul 1801;
records extracted by findmypast,
images digitized by FamilySearch;

Event Type
Name
Baptism Date

Baptism Date

Baptism Place

Baptism Place (Original)
Birth Date

Religion

Father's Name

Mother's Name

Record Number

Sophia Blockley's Parents and Siblings

Baptism

Sophia Blockley
5 Jul 1801

5 Jul 1801

Claybrooke, Leicestershire, England,
United Kingdom

Leicestershire,England,Claybrooke
9 Apr 1801

Anglican

John

Ann

GBPRS/LEICS/BAP/00527763

Possible Family Tree Match

Sophia Blockley @
01-Deceased ¢ MXWP-PWX

ATTACH TO FAMILY TREE

DISMISS MATCH

Similar Records

Sophia Blockley
England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975

o MXWP-PWX

citing Baptism, Claybrooke,

Leicestershire, England, United John Father M v

Kingdom, page , Citing the Record

Office of Leicestershire, Leicester,
4 g A F

and Rutland, Wigston, UK. Gl Mother i

Copy Citation

The father’s name, John, matches Sophia’s father’s name given in her above marriage notice, and the baptism in
Claybrooke matches her stated birthplace in census records of the adjacent Ullesthorpe, and also matches
Alfred’s statement in his 1942 letter to his daughter Dorothy Shields as to where his paternal grandmother hailed
from.

This record links through to John Blockley’s person record at
https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/details/MNGZ-YKW, which gives Sophia as his third (not second)
daughter, and also gives Sophia a sister named Betsy.

Sophia’s above baptism record was located in FindMyPast, see
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=S2%2FGBPRS%2FLEICS%2F102197542%2F00043&parentid=GBPRS
%2FLEICS%2FBAP%2F00527763:

7 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1871_United_Kingdom_census.

8See
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/record/results?count=20&g.birthLikeDate.from=1805&q.birthLikePlace=Leicestershire%2C%20E
ngland%2C%20United%20Kingdom&gq.birthLikePlace.exact=on&q.givenName=Sophia&q.givenName.exact=on&q.surname=Blockley.



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP49-L7Q3
https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/details/MNGZ-YKW
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=S2%2FGBPRS%2FLEICS%2F102197542%2F00043&parentid=GBPRS%2FLEICS%2FBAP%2F00527763
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=S2%2FGBPRS%2FLEICS%2F102197542%2F00043&parentid=GBPRS%2FLEICS%2FBAP%2F00527763
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1871_United_Kingdom_census
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/record/results?count=20&q.birthLikeDate.from=1805&q.birthLikePlace=Leicestershire%2C%20England%2C%20United%20Kingdom&q.birthLikePlace.exact=on&q.givenName=Sophia&q.givenName.exact=on&q.surname=Blockley
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/record/results?count=20&q.birthLikeDate.from=1805&q.birthLikePlace=Leicestershire%2C%20England%2C%20United%20Kingdom&q.birthLikePlace.exact=on&q.givenName=Sophia&q.givenName.exact=on&q.surname=Blockley

This is a close up of the relevant entry:

The last column is headed “Residence”, so although John and Ann baptised Sophia in the church at nearby
Claybrooke, they were from Ullesthorpe, so Sophia was highly likely born in Ullesthorpe.

A FindMyPast search for any Sophia Blockley birth in Leicestershire between 1795 and 1815° produced no
additional births or baptisms in that period.

Accordingly, Sophia Blockley was born in Ullesthorpe on 9" April 1801, baptised in Claybrooke on 5" July 1801,
and her parents were John and Ann Blockley.

(Notably, Sophia was just over 6 years older than Charles, and by 1840 she was approaching 40, which tends to
explain why only 3 children of Charles and Sophia, who married in 1832, see above, were located. They were
bornin 1834, 1836 and 1837).

Sophia’s death
Sophia was still alive and living with Charles at 5 The Newarke, Leicester in the 1871 census, see above.

A FreeBMD search was done for any Sophia Ludlam death in Leicestershire between 1871 and 1910, and it
returned one record only, as follows:

9 See https://search.findmypast.com/search-england-
records?firstname=sophia&lastname=blockley&yearofbirth=1805&yearofbirth_offset=10&keywordsplace=leicestershireutf002c%20englan
d&keywordsplace_proximity=>5.



https://search.findmypast.com/search-england-records?firstname=sophia&lastname=blockley&yearofbirth=1805&yearofbirth_offset=10&keywordsplace=leicestershireutf002c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5
https://search.findmypast.com/search-england-records?firstname=sophia&lastname=blockley&yearofbirth=1805&yearofbirth_offset=10&keywordsplace=leicestershireutf002c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5
https://search.findmypast.com/search-england-records?firstname=sophia&lastname=blockley&yearofbirth=1805&yearofbirth_offset=10&keywordsplace=leicestershireutf002c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5
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Type: Deaths Surname: First name(s):  Sophia
Startdate: Mar 1871 End date:

Whilst FreeBMD makes every effort to ensure accurate traj
transcription was made in order to verify the refervacs. Cli

Search for

County hire

h the original index and the transcription. You are advised to verify the reference given from a copy of
the scan.

1f you are SURE that our transcription(s) below differs from the GRO index, you can submit a correction request by clicking on the Info button to the right of the entry in question.
Click the red INFO button o view the FULL details of the entry
Surname First name(s) Age District Vol Page

Deaths Jun 1875 0w

JEREERY sophia 73 Lelcester 7a 156 (o) Gt

Expanding the search to the whole of England only produced one extra record:

New Query —
- —-*J Key B M D emi Adms G S + Smam
vamite  dwmemis
Chunge ot 3 2 Mmamis 3 Cumun A Sy
o i oy - -
ot oo 1 LU ST T Cl P 5y Link
Type:  Deaths Surname: Ludlam  First namess):  Sophia
Search for  Startdate:  Mar 1871 End date: Dec 1910 Diswict:  all
Couniy:  all
Whilst FreeBAD makes every effort to easure accurate i d You are advised to verify the reference given from 2 copy of the

transeription was made in order to verify the reference. Click on the = symbol to view the scan,

1 you are SURE that our transcription(s) below differs from the GRO index, you can submit a correction request by clicking on the Info button to the right of the emtry in qusstion.
Click the red INFO button to view the FULL details of the entry.
Surname First name(s) Age District Vol Page
Deaths Mar 1875 o)
EUDLAM sophia 84 Belper b 412 (o) G
Deaths Jun 1875 com

Ludlam  Sephia 73 Leicester 7a 156 Bl G

However, the additional record, of an 84 year old dying in Belper in 1875, is not of Sophia the mother of Albert as
it would have her born about 1791, not 1801, and in any case Belper is 30 miles north-north-west of Leicester in
Derbyshire.

The image of the index to the GRO death register which is linked to the Leicester result of the FreeBMD search is
as follows:™

% The Family Search transcript of the index entry is at https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2JKH-R3Q.


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2JKH-R3Q
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This is a close up of the relevant entry:

2 Uororsssssssnes, DOl Green T 191
Lupran, Grace. 53, ......oeveeeveeeee...Hunslet 9b, 194

—_— &th 73...........................wm 7& l“
o William. & leicester 7a. 166

Searches for Sophia Ludlam were also made in the Family Search databases “England Burials”, “England
Warwickshire Parish Records”, and “England Leicestershire Parish Records”, but no record of a Sophia Ludlam
death was returned. Searches were also made of “Leicestershire Parish Records”, and for Sophia Ball as well as
Sophia Ludlam, again without any relevant or potentially relevant record being returned.

As to the above Leicester death in the June quarter of 1875, as located through a FreeBMD search, the location
obviously matches, and the birth date matches — being born on 9™ April 1801, Sophia would have been 73 at the
start of the June 1875 quarter.

No Sophia Ludlam was returned on searching the 1881 census, suggesting that she indeed had died by then, see
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/record/results?f.collectionld=2562194&q.givenName=Sophia&q.surn
ame=Ludlam. In verification, it is noted that Charles is recorded in the 1881 census, see the brief relating to
him, and see also the record at https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q27)J-MN3K?lang=en, but he was
then recorded as being a widower.

Accordingly, Sophia Ludlam died April-June 1875 in Leicester. Using that information, and the known volume
and page number of Sophia’s GRO death registration as set outin the GRO index above, on 9" July 2026, a copy

of the relevant registered death details was ordered from the General Register Office (UK), and this is what was
supplied:"

" The headings above the document are as per the search as it is viewable online.
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Sophia is specifically named in the record as the wife of a Charles Ludlam. Charles is named as the informant,
and as a coach builder. At the time, Charles’ occupation was indeed that of a coach builder, see the 1871
England Census record above.

Further, Sophia died at 5 The Newarke, and that address is also specified in the record as Charles’ residence.
That address was indeed occupied by Charles and Sophia, the parents of Albert John Ludlam, see the 1851,
1861 and 1871 England Census records above. That was also the then business address of Charles Ludlam
junior, see the Appendix to the brief relating to him.

Accordingly, Sophia Ludlam died on 12" May 1875 at 5 The Newarke, Leicester.



