Birth, parentage, marriage and death of

Sarah Walker nee Wilkins

This brief evidences the details of the birth, parentage, marriage and death of Sarah Walker nee Wilkins.
Those details are —

Baptised on 29" September 1822 at Marton, Warwickshire.

Born to mother Mary Wilkins (father unknown).

Married on 2" August 1842 to John Walker at St Esprit Church,’ Marton, Warwickshire.

Died on 21°t September 1890 at Marton.
Buried at St Esprit churchyard, Marton, Warwickshire.

(The research for this brief was conducted in early 2023).

Sarah’s death

If 1953, Alf Shields did a world tour of speedway and racing circuits. A Bristol, UK newspaper article of the time
about his visit noted that “[i]n England he has bought himself a second-hand car and has visited seven
speedways in 10 days”.

As is apparent from the card below, he had a complimentary pass to go to the Oxford Speedway on 16" July
1953. There are notes in his handwriting on the reverse of the card (see below).?

They indicate that Alf decided to visit Marton, which is 47 miles north of Oxford via the A34, M40 and the A423.
And that he located the grave stone (or stones) of John and Sarah Walker in the “church yard”.

He noted details of their inscription as “John Walker. 1879. 62 yrs” and “Sarah. 1890. 68 yrs”.

"The history of the church is at http://martonvillage.com/?page_id=710.
2The three lines at the bottom are in his wife Dorothy’s handwriting, and the line at the top is in K Palyga’s handwriting, as is (probably) the
words “GRAVE STONES”.


http://martonvillage.com/?page_id=710

On 23 January 2023, S Palyga emailed the Marton Local History Group? to request that a volunteer check to see
if the headstone (or headstones) are still standing, and to supply a picture if so.

On 26" January 2023, the Chair of the Local History Group, David Fry, emailed the following picture.

David Fry’s accompanying email stated as follows.

3 At admin@martonvillage.com.



After the second attempt at finding the John and Sarah’s grave (singular - they were both buried in the
same grave) | had some success today. ... itis possible to make out the inscription (when its
transcription is at hand!):

“In Affectionate Remembrance of John Walker, who died June 8th* 1879, aged 62 years. Also of
Sarah, wife of the above, who died September 21st 1890, aged 68 years.”

David also attached a Google aerial with the location of the grave in the Marton churchyard circled in blue.

‘NothiSty North§t— =

Google

A Family Search search confirms Sarah’s date of death, as its Warwickshire parish registers database includes
an extract of a parish record of a Sarah Walker aged 68 being buried in Marton on 26" September 1890, see
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XXBS-T66.°
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In order to verify Sarah’s date of death, a certificate relating to it was ordered from the UK General Register
Office on 28" January 2023. The certificate subsequently provided is as follows.

4The inscription actually says “June 8”.
5 Animage of the Marton parish record was not available through Family Search, unlike most other Warwickshire parish records. The
available burial register images end at 7" June 1879. See https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DRY3-

N9P?i=324&cc=1462403, image 35. URLs of Family Search records linked herein include “61903”, presumably a specific member number,
and likely need adapting to function.



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XXBS-T66
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DRY3-N9P?i=324&cc=1462403
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CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF DEATH ,GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

Application Number 13518114-1

REGISTRATION DISTRICT RUGBY
1890  DEATH in the Sub-district of Dunchurch in the County of Warwick
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CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a Register of Deaths in the District above mentioned.

Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under the Seal of the said Office, the 2nd day of February 2023

DYE 8 3 2 9 7 0 See note overleaf

CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE ®CROWN COPYRIGHT

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.

2235862 04722 APS/AISP

The certificate confirms Sarah’s date of death as 21°* September 1890.

The certificate also identifies the place of death as Marton, and confirms that Sarah was the widow of John
Walker. Also, that Mary Ludlam was Sarah’s daughter.

Accordingly, Sarah Walker died on 21 September 1890 at Marton.

Sarah’s marriage

Sarah married John Walker on 2" August 1842 at St Esprit Church, Marton, Warwickshire. See the brief relating
to John Walker for verification of those details.

Sarah’s birth and parentage

Sarah died on 21 September 1890, and her death certificate (and her headstone) says that she was then 68. If
that is correct, she would have been born between 22" September 1821 and 215t September 1822.

A Family Search extract from the 1851 England and Wales census records provides the details of John Walker’s
household in Marton in 1851, see https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:SGZ2-12N.
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The 1851 census was taken on 30" March that year.® It records Sarah as aged 28. If that age is correct, she

would have been born between 315 March 1822 and 30" March 1823.

The 1861 census in the village of Marton includes the following record.”

5 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1851_United_Kingdom_census.

7 Provided to S Palyga by David Fry, Chair of the Marton Local History Group, by email dated 28" January 2023.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1851_United_Kingdom_census
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The corresponding Family Search record is at https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M7G3-ND1.

The 1861 census was taken on 7™ April that year.® It records Sarah as aged 38. If that age is correct, she would
have been born between 6™ April 1822 and 7% April 1823.

The census record also lists Mary Wilkins (aged 66, and a needlewoman born in Frankton, Warwickshire) and
Susan Wilkins (aged 31, and a schoolmistress born in Marton) as living in John Walker’s household, and states
that they are the mother-in-law and sister-in-law respectively of John as the “head” of the household.

Accordingly, Sarah Walker’s mother was Mary Wilkins.

Sarah’s familial connection with Mary and Susan is confirmed in that the record for John Walker’s household in
the previous census in 1851 (see above) likewise indicates that Mary Wilkins and Susan Wilkins were living with
John and Sarah in 1851, as they were 10 years later.®

The fact that Mary Wilkins was Sarah Walker’s mother is further confirmed in that the actual 1851 census record
has the extra information recorded under “Relation to Head of Family” that she is the “Wifes Mother”. This is the
original record obtained through FindMyPast:

8 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1861_United_Kingdom_census.

9 Susan’s relationship to John Walker as the head of the household in the 1851 census record is said to be as a “daughter”, but obviously at
her age, which is given as 21, that is close to impossible for the 34 year old John Walker. The 1861 census record listing her as his sister-in-
law is obviously correct.


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M7G3-ND1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1861_United_Kingdom_census
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The 1851 and 1861 censuses both record that Sarah was born in Marton.

The Marton parish records of baptisms from 1813 to 1876 are available through Family Search as a set of
images.®

Given that Sarah was likely born in 1821, 1822 or 1823, the Marton images for that period were manually
searched, and a record for a Sarah Wilkins baptised in Marton on 29" September 1822 to Mary Wilkins was
located. See https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DRY3-

NBT?i=8&cc=1462403&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AXX54-HHB, image 9 of 113.
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This is a close-up of the relevant entry.

10 See https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DRY3-NJR?i=22&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AXX5H-SPX.
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A manual search of all the images for Marton baptisms from February 1813 through to November 1829 verified
that no other Sarah Wilkins was baptised in Marton in that period.

Sarah’s death on 21°* September 1890 was 8 days short of 68 years after her christening, but as her christening
might follow her birth by some time, her death age of 68 correlates.

No father is recorded for Sarah. In fact, the parish register expressly confirms that Sarah was illegitimate.

The record of the baptism of Sarah’s sister Susan Mary Wilkins on 29" November 1829 in Marton'! does not
assist in identifying any partner relationship that Mary Wilkins was in, and which may have been ongoing, and
thus identifying a potential father for Sarah, as no father is named in Susan’s baptism record either.

Indeed, itis likely that Mary Wilkins never married (see the brief relating to her).
Accordingly, Sarah was baptised in Marton on 29" September 1822.

Her mother was Mary Wilkins, and her father, who was not named in the christening record, is now unknown.

What became of Sarah after John Walker died in 1879?

A search of Family Search’s 1871 census database did not locate the John Walker household,® nor did a
FreeCEN search.'

However, the 1881 census returns a Sarah Walker, born in Marton, and now a widow and living in the Marton
household of one William Hands, see https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q27N-PVSP.

" See https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DRY3-FDX?cc=1462403&wc=XDM1 -
ZNL%3A42645501%2C1583867710%2C1583867709, image 13 of 113. The relevant Family Search extract from its England Births and
Christenings database is at https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NGB2-2BT.

"2 See the unsuccessful search at
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?count=20&g.anyPlace=Marton%2C%20Warwickshire%2C%20England%2C%20Unite
d%20Kingdom&g.givenName=John&qg.otherGivenName=Sarah&g.otherSurname=Walker&qg.surname=Walker&f.collectionld=1538354.

3 Only a fraction of Warwickshire’s 1871 census records have as at the time of writing this brief (2023) been added to the FreeCEN database.
See https://www.freecen.org.uk/freecen_coverage_graph/pct/WAR/1871.



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q27N-PVSP
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DRY3-FDX?cc=1462403&wc=XDM1-ZNL%3A42645501%2C1583867710%2C1583867709
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DRY3-FDX?cc=1462403&wc=XDM1-ZNL%3A42645501%2C1583867710%2C1583867709
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NGB2-2BT
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?count=20&q.anyPlace=Marton%2C%20Warwickshire%2C%20England%2C%20United%20Kingdom&q.givenName=John&q.otherGivenName=Sarah&q.otherSurname=Walker&q.surname=Walker&f.collectionId=1538354
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?count=20&q.anyPlace=Marton%2C%20Warwickshire%2C%20England%2C%20United%20Kingdom&q.givenName=John&q.otherGivenName=Sarah&q.otherSurname=Walker&q.surname=Walker&f.collectionId=1538354
https://www.freecen.org.uk/freecen_coverage_graph/pct/WAR/1871
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Brother In Law
14
3081/81
RG11

Family Tree
ATTACH TO FAMILY TREE

Similar Records

No similar records were found.




10

William Hands, a blacksmith aged 48, is the head of the house. The 57 year old Sarah is said to be his mother,
but that of course is impossible given his age, and, as becomes obvious, see below, she is in fact his mother-in-
law.

This 1881 census record states that Charlotte Hands is the wife of the head of the household William Hands.
Charlotte is said to be 32 and born in Marton, and Sarah’s daughter Charlotte was 2 at the time of the 1851
census (see above) 30 years previous, and also was noted in that census as born in Marton.

The record also states that Frank Walker is the brother-in-law of the head of the household William Hands.
Frank is said to be 21 and born in Marton, and Sarah’s son Frank was 1 at the time of the 1861 census (see
above) 20 years previous, and also was noted in that census as born in Marton.

The overwhelming inference from these facts is that these persons are Sarah, formerly married to John Walker,
and her children Charlotte and Frank. By 1881 John Walker was dead according to his headstone (see above),
and the three persons named in the 1881 census not only live together, their ages and birthplaces are exact
matches to previous census records (except for Sarah’s age, which is one year out, but that is unremarkable for
the times).™

Given that Frank is Sarah and John’s son, it follows from his naming as William Hands’ brother-in-law in the 1881
census, that Frank’s mother Sarah is William Hand’s mother-in-law.

It thus can be concluded confidently that Sarah, formerly married to John Walker, and now widowed, and also
her son Frank, were by 1881 living with her daughter Charlotte’s family.

4 Sarah is said to be 57 in the 1881 census record. She was baptised in Marton on 29" September 1822 (see above). The 1881 census was
conducted on 3™ April 1881, see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1881_United_Kingdom_census, so by then Sarah almost certainly would have
been 58.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1881_United_Kingdom_census

