
 

Dorothy Agnes Shields nee Ludlam  

 

This brief evidences the details of the birth, parentage, marriage and death of Dorothy Agnes Shields nee  
Ludlam. 

Those details are – 

Born on 1st August 1901 at 476 Parramatta Road, Petersham, New South Wales. 

Born to parents Albert Charles John Ludlam and Florence Evelyn Ludlam nee Shanahan. 

Married on 17th August 1929 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney to Alfred Charles Shields. 

Died on 3rd July 1994 at Somerton Park, South Australia. 

Dorothy was cremated, and her ashes are interred under a plaque at Individual Tree 17, Acacia Court 
Gardens, Centennial Park Cemetery, Pasadena, South Australia. 

 

Dorothy’s birth and parentage 

Kath Palyga’s papers included the below birth certificate for her mother Dorothy Agnes Ludlam.  It confirms that 
she was born on 1st August 1901 at 476 Parramatta Road, Petersham. 

The birth certificate also confirms that her parents were Alfred Charles Ludlam and Florence Evelyn Shanahan. 
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The certificate states that Alfred was a 27 year old Night Watchman, and was born in Warwickshire, England, 
and that Florence was also 27, and born in Adelaide, South Australia (in fact, having been born on 18th June 1871, 
she was over 30). 

The certificate also states that Alfred and Florence had married on 26th July 1899 in Orange, NSW. 

Kath Palyga’s papers also included an Extract Certificate of Dorothy’s birth, as follows: 

 

 
 

Kath Palyga’s papers also included a copy of a 1924 note from the assistant parish priest of St Thomas Church, 
Lewisham confirming that Dorothy was baptised there on 25th August 1901, as follows: 
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Dorothy’s marriage 

Kath Palyga’s papers included the original certificate of marriage for her mother. 

The certificate is as follows, and confirms Dorothy’s marriage details as given above. 
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The witnesses were John Moore, Alf’s best man and also his best friend (and who subsequently married Alf’s 
sister Nell), and Dorothy’s sister Josephine Ludlam (subsequently Josie Scarra). 

 

 
 

This is the reverse side of the certificate: 
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The certificate states that Alf was a 24 year old Motor Mechanic, and was born in Surry Hills, NSW, and that his 
parents were Hugh Henry Shields and Emily Noblett (deceased). 

And that Dorothy was also 24, and born in Sydney, NSW, and her parents were Alfred Charles Ludlam and 
Florence Evelyn Shanahan.  (In fact, having been born on 1st August 1901, Dorothy had just turned 28). 

Dorothy’s death 

Kath Palyga’s papers included the original certificate of death for her mother. 

The certificate is as follows, and confirms Dorothy’s death details as given above. 
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Kath Palyga’s papers also included a collage of death and funeral notices which appeared in Adelaide’s daily 
newspaper The Advertiser on 4th July 1994, as follows: 
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Burial 

Dorothy’s ashes are buried under the following plaque at Individual Tree 17, Acacia Court Gardens, Centennial 
Park Cemetery, Pasadena SA1 (previously interred at Native Shrub Walk, Shrub Area E, Position 15).2 

 

 

Confirmation of parentage – father-daughter letters 

We have two letters from “Alf Ludlam” to “Dolly”.  These letters were amongst Dorothy Shields’ papers handed 
down to Kath Palyga.  They confirm the father-daughter relationship. 

The first letter is dated 11th July 1941.  We also have the envelope, which is addressed to “Mrs A Shields, Motor 
Garage, Stockingbingal N.S.W.”  Thus verifying that “Dolly” is Dorothy Shields.  The envelope is postmarked 
“Kogarah”, but the postmark’s date is illegible. 

Alfred talks of his Coventry relatives, and the death in the Coventry blitz of Violet, the daughter of his younger 
brother Albert Edward John Ludlam (known as Jack).  Alfred signs the letter off as “love to all from Dad”. 

 

  
 

 
1 See the cemetery map at https://centennialpark.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Centennial-Park_Map_June_2025_Hi_Res.pdf. 
2 Photo attribution: the photo is at https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152449051/dorothy-agnes-shields. 

https://centennialpark.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Centennial-Park_Map_June_2025_Hi_Res.pdf
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152449051/dorothy-agnes-shields
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The second letter is dated 2nd December 1942.  Alfred signs off as “Your aff Dad”, and discusses “our 
ancestors”, that is, the ancestors of himself and his daughter Dorothy, known to all her Ludlam family as Dolly.  

(Alf had a habit of writing right up to the edge of the paper). 

 

  
 

 

Confirmation of parentage – oral history provided by Dorothy Shields 

Steve Palyga took an oral history from Dorothy Shields in the 1970s, and compiled a family tree from the 
information she provided, as follows. 
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Notwithstanding notations added subsequently to the original document (the original document is the part in 
Steve Palyga’s handwriting, being most of the document, and mostly in pencil to allow for corrections), this oral 
history provided by Dorothy confirmed that her father was Alfred Charles Ludlam, and that he died in March 
1943 (he actually died one year later), and that her mother was Florence Evelyn Shanahan, and that she was 
born in Semaphore, South Australia, and she died in 1955-1956, and is buried in Woronora Cemetery with Alfred. 

(Woronora Cemetery is in Sutherland Shire on the southern outskirts of Sydney). 

 


