Birth, parentage, marriage and death of

Dorothy Agnes Shields nee Ludlam

This brief evidences the details of the birth, parentage, marriage and death of Dorothy Agnes Shields nee
Ludlam.

Those details are —
Born on 1%t August 1901 at 476 Parramatta Road, Petersham, New South Wales.
Born to parents Albert Charles John Ludlam and Florence Evelyn Ludlam nee Shanahan.
Married on 17" August 1929 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney to Alfred Charles Shields.
Died on 3™ July 1994 at Somerton Park, South Australia.

Dorothy was cremated, and her ashes are interred under a plaque at Individual Tree 17, Acacia Court
Gardens, Centennial Park Cemetery, Pasadena, South Australia.

Dorothy’s birth and parentage

Kath Palyga’s papers included the below birth certificate for her mother Dorothy Agnes Ludlam. It confirms that
she was born on 15* August 1901 at 476 Parramatta Road, Petersham.

The birth certificate also confirms that her parents were Alfred Charles Ludlam and Florence Evelyn Shanahan.

CERTIFIED COPY FURNISHED UNDER PART V OF THE
REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES ACT, 1973.
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The certificate states that Alfred was a 27 year old Night Watchman, and was born in Warwickshire, England,
and that Florence was also 27, and born in Adelaide, South Australia (in fact, having been born on 18" June 1871,
she was over 30).

The certificate also states that Alfred and Florence had married on 26 July 1899 in Orange, NSW.

Kath Palyga’s papers also included an Extract Certificate of Dorothy’s birth, as follows:

PR 217
Application . P65424/79 BS
Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages Act, 1973
EXTRACT CERTIFICATE
BIRTH REGISTERED IN NEW SOUTH WALES, AUSTRALIA
I hereby certify that a recording in a register kept by me gives the following particulars concerning
the birth of Dorothy Agnes Ludlam.
Date of birth 1st August, 1901.
Place of birth Petersham, N.S.W.
j 8 Ql/u»»"{’/i""""/lc“y
Issued at Sydney, q14th September, 1979. Principal Registrar
R
This document is issued unaltered and any person making an alteration is liable to prosecution.
39561 10.77 D.West, Government Printer

Kath Palyga’s papers also included a copy of a 1924 note from the assistant parish priest of St Thomas Church,
Lewisham confirming that Dorothy was baptised there on 25" August 1901, as follows:
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Dorothy’s marriage
Kath Palyga’s papers included the original certificate of marriage for her mother.

The certificate is as follows, and confirms Dorothy’s marriage details as given above.

No. 21.
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The witnesses were John Moore, Alf’s best man and also his best friend (and who subsequently married Alf’s
sister Nell), and Dorothy’s sister Josephine Ludlam (subsequently Josie Scarra).

This is the reverse side of the certificate:
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The certificate states that Alf was a 24 year old Motor Mechanic, and was born in Surry Hills, NSW, and that his
parents were Hugh Henry Shields and Emily Noblett (deceased).

And that Dorothy was also 24, and born in Sydney, NSW, and her parents were Alfred Charles Ludlam and
Florence Evelyn Shanahan. (In fact, having been born on 15t August 1901, Dorothy had just turned 28).

Dorothy’s death
Kath Palyga’s papers included the original certificate of death for her mother.

The certificate is as follows, and confirms Dorothy’s death details as given above.

SOUTH @ AUSTRALIA
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act, 1966.

DEATH CERTIFICATE

DECEASED

Surname SHIELDS

Given Names DOROTHY AGNES

Sex FEMALE

Date of Death 03/07/1994

Place of Death MASONIC NURSING HOME, SOMERTON PARK
Age 92 YEARS

Place of Birth NEW SOUTH WALES

Occupation HOME DUTIES

Address 91 DIAGONAL ROAD,

SOMERTON PARK 5044
Period of Residence

in Australia

Marital Status WIDOWED

MARRIAGE

Age at Marriage/ 29 ALFRED CHARLES SHIELDS

Name of Spouse

CHILDREN KATHLEEN F 01/12/1929
MARY JOSEPHINE F 10/02/1931
BARBARA JOAN F 19/06/1932
ELIZABETH INEZ F 17/09/1933

PARENTS

Fathers Name LUDLAN, ALFRED CHARLES

Mothers Maiden Name SHANAHAN, FLORENCE EVELYN

CAUSE OF DEATH AND MYOCARDIAL INFARCT 24 HOURS

DURATION ARTERIOSCLEROSIS 3 YEARS

BURIAL OR CREMATION

Date 06/07/1994

Place CENTENNIAL PARK CREMATORIUM
Funeral Director or WHITE LADY FUNERALS

Arranger

Address 209 ANZAC HIGHWAY, PLYMPTON
REGISTRATION

Registration Number 20026259

Registering Officer CHRISTOPHER COBB

Date 12/07/1994

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION OFFICE
ADELAIDE.

| hereby certify that this is a true copy of
Particulars Recorded in a Register kept in =
this office in the State of South Australia.

Given under my hand and seal this 13th day of July, 1994

Principal Registrar.




Kath Palyga’s papers also included a collage of death and funeral notices which appeared in Adelaide’s daily
newspaper The Advertiser on 4™ July 1994, as follows:
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You cannot teach a child to take care of himself unless you will let him

try to take care of himself. He will make mistakes; and out of these
mistakes will come his wisdom.

—FRANCIS BACON
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Burial

Dorothy’s ashes are buried under the following plaque at Individual Tree 17, Acacia Court Gardens, Centennial
Park Cemetery, Pasadena SA" (previously interred at Native Shrub Walk, Shrub Area E, Position 15).2

Confirmation of parentage - father-daughter letters

We have two letters from “Alf Ludlam” to “Dolly”. These letters were amongst Dorothy Shields’ papers handed
down to Kath Palyga. They confirm the father-daughter relationship.

The first letter is dated 11" July 1941. We also have the envelope, which is addressed to “Mrs A Shields, Motor
Garage, Stockingbingal N.S.W.” Thus verifying that “Dolly” is Dorothy Shields. The envelope is postmarked
“Kogarah”, but the postmark’s date is illegible.

Alfred talks of his Coventry relatives, and the death in the Coventry blitz of Violet, the daughter of his younger
brother Albert Edward John Ludlam (known as Jack). Alfred signs the letter off as “love to all from Dad”.
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The second letter is dated 2" December 1942. Alfred signs off as “Your aff Dad”, and discusses “our
ancestors”, that is, the ancestors of himself and his daughter Dorothy, known to all her Ludlam family as Dolly.

(Alf had a habit of writing right up to the edge of the paper).
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Confirmation of parentage - oral history provided by Dorothy Shields

Steve Palyga took an oral history from Dorothy Shields in the 1970s, and compiled a family tree from the
information she provided, as follows.
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Notwithstanding notations added subsequently to the original document (the original document is the partin
Steve Palyga’s handwriting, being most of the document, and mostly in pencil to allow for corrections), this oral
history provided by Dorothy confirmed that her father was Alfred Charles Ludlam, and that he died in March
1943 (he actually died one year later), and that her mother was Florence Evelyn Shanahan, and that she was
born in Semaphore, South Australia, and she died in 1955-1956, and is buried in Woronora Cemetery with Alfred.

(Woronora Cemetery is in Sutherland Shire on the southern outskirts of Sydney).



