
 

Alfred Charles Shields  

 

This brief evidences the details of the birth, parentage, marriage and death of Alfred Charles Shields (known to 
all as Alf). 

Those details are – 

Born on 22nd February 1905 at The Women’s Hospital, Crown Street, Surry Hills, New South Wales.  

Born to parents Hugh Henry Shields and Emily Felicita Shields nee Noblet. 

Married on 17th August 1929 at St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney to Dorothy Agnes Ludlam. 

Died on 20th April 1991 at 18 Bluehills Road, O'Halloran Hill, South Australia. 

Alf was cremated, and his ashes are interred under a plaque at Individual Tree 17, Acacia Court 
Gardens, Centennial Park Cemetery, Pasadena, South Australia. 

 

Alf’s birth and parentage 

Kath Palyga’s papers included a birth certificate for Alf. 

It confirms that he was born in the “District of Sydney” on 22nd February 1905 at The Women’s Hospital, Crown 
Street.  That hospital was then at the corner of Crown Street and Albion Street, Surry Hills, New South Wales.  It 
was closed in 1983.1 

It also confirms that his father was Hugh Henry Shields, and that his mother was Emilie Felicity Shields, and that 
her maiden name was Noblet.  (Her forenames are spelled Emily Felicita in her birth certificate, see the brief 
relating to Emily Felicita Shields, nee Noblet). 

Hugh is described as aged 23, born in Balmain, and a Carrier’s Carter (as Alf also stated in his memoirs). 

Emilie is described as aged 25, born in Newcastle, and living at 73 Crown Street, which appears to be in 
Woolloomooloo and a kilometre north of The Women’s Hospital. 

Nurses Holt and Young witnessed the birth. 

 

 
1 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_Street_Women%27s_Hospital.  That notes that the hospital was at 351 Crown 
Street, but Google Maps has it further north at 151 Crown Street on the corner of Chapel Street, although it notes it as 
“permanently closed”.  Perhaps that was a satellite site. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_Street_Women%27s_Hospital
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Kath Palyga’s papers also included the below “Certificate of an Entry in Register of Births” for her father Alfred 
Charles Shields, which also confirms that he was born on 22nd February 1905 at Sydney. 
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Alf’s marriage 

Kath Palyga’s papers included the original certificate of marriage for her father. 

The certificate is as follows, and confirms Alf’s marriage details as given above, namely that he married on 17th 
August 1929 at St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney to Dorothy Agnes Ludlam. 

(This is the only document that suggests that Alf had a third forename “Joseph”.  The documents above confirm 
that he was not registered as having that third forename at birth, and he never mentioned the name, or the fact 
of a third forename, in his lifetime to his grandson Steve Palyga). 
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The witnesses were John Moore, Alf’s best man and also his best friend (and who subsequently married Alf’s 
sister Nell), and Dorothy’s sister Josephine Ludlam (subsequently Josie Scarra). 

 

 
 

This is the reverse side of the certificate: 
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The certificate states that Alf was a 24 year old Motor Mechanic, and was born in Surry Hills, NSW, and that his 
parents were Hugh Henry Shields and Emily Noblett (deceased). 

And that Dorothy was also 24, and born in Sydney, NSW, and her parents were Alfred Charles Ludlam and 
Florence Evelyn Shanahan.  (In fact, having been born on 1st August 1901, Dorothy had just turned 28). 

Alf’s death 

Kath Palyga’s papers included the original certificate of death for her father. 

The certificate is as follows, and confirms Alf’s death details as given above, namely he died on 20th April 1991 at 
18 Bluehills Road, O'Halloran Hill, South Australia. 

The certificate also confirms that Alf was cremated at Centennial Park on 23rd April 1991. 
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Kath Palyga’s papers also included a collage of death and funeral notices, and an obituary, which appeared in 
Adelaide’s daily newspaper The Advertiser on 22nd and 23rd April 1991, as follows: 
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Burial 

Alf’s ashes are buried under the following plaque at Individual Tree 17, Acacia Court Gardens, Centennial Park 
Cemetery, Pasadena SA (previously interred at Native Shrub Walk, Shrub Area E, Position 15). 

 

 
 

Photo attribution: the photo is at https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152449051/dorothy-agnes-shields. 

See also the cemetery map at https://centennialpark.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Centennial-
Park_Map_June_2025_Hi_Res.pdf. 

 

Confirmation of parentage – Hugh Shields meets his great-grandson 

Hugh Shields is known to be Alf’s father through direct personal contact in that Alf Shields introduced his 
grandson Stephen Palyga to his father Hugh “Hughie” Shields and his second wife Betty Stutzel at their 
retirement village home in Old Toongabbie in Sydney in 1972. 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152449051/dorothy-agnes-shields
https://centennialpark.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Centennial-Park_Map_June_2025_Hi_Res.pdf
https://centennialpark.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Centennial-Park_Map_June_2025_Hi_Res.pdf

