
 

Alfred Charles John Ludlam 

 

This brief evidences the details of the birth, parentage, marriage and death of Alfred Charles John Ludlam. 

Those details are – 

Born on 18th April 1875 at Marton, Warwickshire. 

Born to parents Albert John Ludlam and Mary Ludlam nee Walker. 

Married to Florence Evelyn Shanahan on 26th July 1899 at Holy Trinity Church, Orange, New South 
Wales. 

Died on 2nd March 1944 at St George District Hospital, Kogarah, New South Wales. 

Alfred emigrated to Australia in 1894.  He arrived in Sydney on the RMS Arcadia on 13th September 1894. 

Alfred is buried in Woronora Cemetery, Sydney. 

 

 



2 
 

Alfred’s birth and parentage 

Kath Palyga’s records included a birth certificate for one Alfred Charles John Ludlam born on 18th April 1875 at 
Marton in the sub-district of Dunchurch in the County of Warwick. 

Alfred’s birth certificate confirms his parents were Albert John Ludlam and Mary Ludlam formerly Walker.  

 

 
 

The certificate states that Albert was a Carriage Painter, and that Mary was providing the information for the 
certificate, and was then living at No. 5 Newark Street, Leicester. 

Given the birth in Marton, its parish records were searched, and a record of Alfred’s baptism there on 17 th 
October 1875 was located, see https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DRY3-
NMQ?i=112&cc=1462403,1 image 113 of 113. 

 
 

The Family Search extract from this record is at https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XX5D-D9N. 

 

 

 
1 URLs of Family Search records linked herein include “61903”, presumably a specific member number, and likely need adapting to function. 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DRY3-NMQ?i=112&cc=1462403
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DRY3-NMQ?i=112&cc=1462403
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XX5D-D9N
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This is a close up of the relevant record on the above page from the Marton parish records. 

 

 
 

Note the side note which confirms that Alfred was born on 18th April 1875. 

The record also confirms that Alfred’s father is Albert John Ludlam, a coach painter, and his mother is Mary 
Ludlam. 

The family’s “abode” as named in the parish record is Leicester.  Obviously, the family travelled to Marton for the 
christening.  Mary obviously travelled to Marton to be with family for the birth the previous April despite her 
residence being in Leicester.  That fact is confirmed by Alfred’s birth certificate, which states that the birth was 
at Marton, despite the family living at 5 Newark Street, Leicester.2 

In confirmation of the above family history, in a letter to his daughter Dorothy Shields dated 2nd December 1942 
Alfred himself confirmed – 

1. his father was Albert, but he died suddenly when he was four 

2. his mother’s people were Walkers from Marton, Warwickshire 

3. his mother went home to live with her family in Marton after his father died 

 
2 The 1881 census – see below – also records that Alfred’s younger brother Albert Edward John (known as Jack) was born in Marton, see 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q27N-PVPB.  That further suggests that Mary went to Marton for Alfred’s birth, although 
conversely the 1881 census records that Alfred’s sister Dorothy was born in Leicester, see 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q27N-PVPZ). 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q27N-PVPB
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q27N-PVPZ
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4. “we” (presumably he includes his siblings Dorothy and Albert Edward John, known as Jack) lived there 
all through “our” school days and 

5. contact was lost with his father’s brothers (“we lost trace of them all”). 

The letter evidences that Alfred’s father was Albert Ludlam, and that his mother’s maiden name was Walker.  
However, Alfred doesn’t name his mother as “Mary” in the letter. 

The letter talks of Alfred’s grandfather Charles Ludlam carrying on business as a carriage trimmer and 
upholsterer in Leicester.  That fact about Albert’s father, and the fact of Alfred’s mother going “home to her own 
people”, the Walkers at Marton, upon Albert’s death, corroborates that Albert was from Leicester. 

So far as concerns his mother, the facts in the letter are first-hand knowledge (that is, personally seen, heard or 
experienced by Alfred) as he states that he lived with her all through his school days in Marton, Warwickshire. 

This is the full letter (Alf had a habit of writing right up to the edge of the paper). 

 

  
 

 

Stephen Palyga took an oral history from his grandmother Dorothy Shields in the 1970s, and compiled a family 
tree from her information, as follows. 
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Notations have been added by Kath Palyga to the original document in Stephen Palyga’s handwriting.  
Additionally, some of his handwriting has been whited out or over-written.  Another copy of the document exists 
where some information in it has not been whited out or over-written.  This is the other copy. 

 

 
 



6 
 

Referring to both copies, but only to the information which actually came from Dorothy, which is that recorded in 
Stephen Palyga’s handwriting, it can be said that this oral history provided by Dorothy in the 1970s confirmed 
that – 

1. Dorothy’s patrilineal grandfather was Albert Ludlam of Leicester and 

2. her patrilineal grandmother was Miss Walker “of Marton”3 “near”4 “Rugby, Coventry, Warwickshire” and 

3. she took her family “from Leicester” back to her hometown after Albert died when Alfred was four. 

This information of Dorothy’s is almost certainly based on the information Alfred gave Dorothy in his 1942 letter 
above, so it is not first-hand, and we have no information that Dorothy separately verified it.  Given that, this 
evidence does not corroborate Alfred’s information, but it does remain probative as received family history. 

Kath Palyga’s records included a death certificate for one Albert John Ludlam, as follows. 

 

 
 

This certificate details the death on 30th March 1878 at Martin Street, Belgrave in the County of Leicester of 
Albert John Ludlam, a 41 year old painter. 

The occupation of painter correlates to the information Alfred provided for his marriage certificate. 

The date of death also correlates to Alfred’s information that his father died young, when Alfred was 4 (actually, 
he was 3 weeks from turning 3). 

The death in Leicester also correlates with the family’s abode being given as Leicester in Alfred’s christening 
record. 

It also correlates with Albert’s parents being located there, as stated by Alfred in his December 1942 letter.  

 
3 The word “of” has not been whited out in the second copy, and it does appear on close inspection of the first copy, which is the original, 
that the next word whited out is, or may well be, “MARTON”. 
4 “Near” is most probably the word, but there is some uncertainty. 
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Accordingly, this certificate relates to the Albert John Ludlam who was Alfred’s father, it confirms the identity of 
his father, and it corroborates the related facts in the family history given by Alfred in his December 1942 letter to 
Dorothy. 

As stated above, Alfred didn’t name his mother as “Mary” in his December 1942 letter, and neither did Dorothy 
Shields in her 1970s oral history given to S Palyga. 

However, in the brief relating to Albert John Ludlam, it is demonstrated that Alfred’s father in fact married “Mary 
Walker” on 24th May 1874 at St Esprit Church in Marton, see the brief relating to Albert John Ludlam. 

Accordingly, it can be further confirmed that Albert John Ludlam and Mary Ludlam nee Walker were the parents 
of Alfred Charles John Ludlam. 

The 1881 census in the village of Marton includes the following record. 

 

 
 

The record of the Ludlam entries in the 1881 census is in the Family Search database, see 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q27N-PVL2. 

The census record lists Mary Ludlam as a charwoman, and as “head” of a household comprising herself (aged 
38), Alfred (aged 5, and a “scholar”), Dorothy (aged 4, and also a “scholar”) and Albert (aged 2).  

The record confirms that Alfred’s mother was born in Marton, and had the Christian name of Mary, and it 
corroborates relevant facts in the family history given by Alfred in his December 1942 letter to his daughter 
Dorothy Shields, namely that Alfred’s father Albert died when Alfred was young (Albert is absent from the 
household, and Alfred’s age at the census-taking is given as 5), and that Mary and her children then went to 
Marton to live. 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q27N-PVL2
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The above census record image was provided to Stephen Palyga by the Chair of the Marton Local History Group, 
David Fry, by email of 26th January 2023.  Noting that it records the family living at the “Manor House” in Marton, 
David Fry also provided the following photo of the Manor House, said to be from a 1910 postcard. 

 

 

 

Alfred’s emigration to Australia in 1894 

Kath Palyga’s records included shipping documents, as follows. 
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This list of crew and passengers on the RMS Arcadia who arrived in Sydney on 13th September 1894 included an 
“A Ludlam” from Rugby, aged 19.  Alfred was indeed aged 19 on that date, and from the Rugby registration 
district, which until 2005 included Marton.5  It is also known that he was in New South Wales by the mid-1890s at 
the latest, as he married Florence in Orange in 1899, see below, and by that time he had already had two 
children with her (Evelyn and Thomas),6 see the above family tree based on the oral history taken from Dorothy 
Shields in the 1970s.  Accordingly, this ship’s manifest almost certainly records Alfred’s arrival in Sydney. 

The manifest notes that Alfred embarked on the RMS Arcadia in London on 31st July 1994.  His occupation 
(“station”) was listed in the crew and passenger list as “General Servant”.7 

The ship appears to have also docked at Perth and Adelaide en route. 

 

Alfred’s marriage 

Kath Palyga’s records included a marriage certificate for Alfred Charles John Ludlam, as follows. 

 

 
 

According to the certificate, Alfred married Florence Evelyn Shanahan on 26th July 1899 at Holy Trinity Church, 
Orange, New South Wales. 

The certificate provides full names for Alfred’s parents, namely Albert John Ludlam, and Mary Walker.  It states 
that Albert was a painter, and is deceased. 

That information as to Alfred’s parents could only have come from Alfred at the time.  For the reasons given 
above, the details in the certificate concerning his mother would have been personally known by Alfred. 

 
5 See https://www.ukbmd.org.uk/reg/districts/rugby.html.  The town of Rugby is 7 miles north-east of the village of Marton. 
6 Evelyn Mary Ludlam Shanahan was born on 5th October 1897 in Sydney, and Thomas Albert Ludlam on 26th June 1899.  There is a birth 
certificate for Evelyn in Kath Palyga’s papers.  No father is named, and the birth was reported by Florence Evelyn Shanahan as mother, but 
there is no doubt the father was Alfred given Evelyn’s third forename, as well as Alfred’s lifelong acknowledgement of her as his daughter.  
There is no birth certificate for Thomas, but Kath Palyga’s family data sheets record his birth date as above, and logically, the couple waited 
until after his birth before marrying in July 1899. 
7 See https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/abbreviations-merchant-seamens-records/. 

https://www.ukbmd.org.uk/reg/districts/rugby.html
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/abbreviations-merchant-seamens-records/
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The certificate also informs that Alfred was a 25 year old miner born in Marton, England.  If he was 25 on 26 th July 
1899, Alfred was born between 27th July 1873 and 26th July 1874.  However, as noted above, he was actually born 
on 18th April 1875, and was 24 at the time of his marriage.8 

(The birth certificate relating to Dorothy Ludlam’s birth on 1st August 1901 similarly overstates Alfred’s age at 27, 
thus positing that Alfred was born between 2nd August 1873 and 1st August 1874.  That birth certificate also notes 
that Alfred was born in “Warwickshire, England”, although the certificate names the informant as “Florence E. 
Ludlam”). 

A “Family history search” through the New South Wales Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages (at 
https://onlineforms.bdm.nsw.gov.au/application/marriage_details) confirms the marriage recorded in the above 
certificate, as follows. 

 

 

In further confirmation of their marriage, a search of grave positions at Woronora Cemetery 
(https://www.smcnsw.org.au/woronora/find-a-loved-one) verifies that Alfred and Florence are buried together in 
the same location, being the “Roman Catholic Monumental, Section X, position 0009”.  This is the search for 
Alfred Ludlam: 

 

 
 

And this is the search for Florence Ludlam: 

 

 
8 The discrepancy may be explained by Alfred being told he was 4 when his father died on 30th March 1878 when, in fact, his father died when 
he was just shy of 3 years old.  See his 1942 letter to his daughter Dorothy Shields above. 

https://onlineforms.bdm.nsw.gov.au/application/marriage_details
https://www.smcnsw.org.au/woronora/find-a-loved-one
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Florence’s funeral notice, which was placed in the Sydney Morning Herald on Saturday 14th April 1956,9 also 
confirms that Florence is Alfred Charles Ludlam’s wife. 

 

Alfred’s death 

In her oral family history provided to Stephen Palyga in the 1970s, Dorothy Shields stated that her father Alfred 
died in March 1943.  However, the Woronora Cemetery search above states that he died on 2nd March 1944.  
Additionally, Kath’s Palyga’s papers included the following copy of a newspaper clipping:10 

 

 

 
9 At the time of writing, there were no digitised copies of the Sydney Morning Herald on Trove after 31st December 1954. 
10 See page 10 of the Sydney Morning Herald for Friday 3rd March 1944 at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/17871912. 
 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/17871912
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It is noted that the first notice confirms that Alfred was Florence’s husband. 

A search with the New South Wales Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages confirmed that the death was in 
1944, and a death certificate was then obtained, as follows. 
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The information in the death certificate was provided by Alfred’s son, and it states that – 

1. Alfred was born in Rugby, Warwickshire 

2. his father was Albert Ludlam, coach builder 

3. he had been in New South Wales for 47 years (actually, 49½ years) 

4. he married Florence Shanahan in Orange, New South Wales at age 22 (actually, 24) 

5. his occupation was Lino Type Mechanic 

6. he died on 2nd March 1944 at age 69 (in fact, he died a few weeks short of his 69th birthday) 

7. he died at St George District Hospital, Kogarah, New South Wales11 

8. he was buried on 3rd March 1944 at the Roman Catholic cemetery, Woronora. 

 

Burial 

As noted above, Alfred is buried at Woronora Cemetery in position 0009 of Section X of the Roman Catholic 
Monumental area. 

(Woronora Cemetery is in Sutherland Shire on the southern outskirts of Sydney). 

 

 
11 Now St George Hospital, see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_George_Hospital_(Sydney). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_George_Hospital_(Sydney)

