
 

Albert John Ludlam 

 

This brief evidences the details of the birth, parentage, marriage and death of Albert John Ludlam. 

Those details are – 

Born in about 1836 at Leicester, Leicestershire. 

Born to parents Charles Ludlam and Sophia Ludlam nee Blockley. 

Married to Mary Walker on 24th May 1874 at St Esprit Church, Marton, Warwickshire. 

Died on 30th March 1878 at Martin Street, Belgrave in the County of Leicester. 

The research for this brief was conducted in early 2023 and April 2025. 

 

Albert’s death 

In a letter to his daughter Dorothy Shields dated 2nd December 1942, Alfred Charles John Ludlam stated that his 
father’s first name was Albert, and that he died suddenly when Alfred was four years of age.  In talking of Albert’s 
father’s business in Leicester, and in stating that, after his father died, his “mother went home to her own people 
(the Walkers) at Marton, Warwickshire”,1 the letter implies that Albert’s family was living in Leicester when he 
died.  This is the full letter (Alfred had a habit of writing right up to the edge of the paper): 

 

  

 
1 Marton is 27 miles (by road) south-south-west of Leicester. 
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Kath Palyga’s records included a death certificate for one Albert John Ludlam, as follows. 

 

 
 

This details the death of Albert John Ludlam, a painter aged 41, at Martin Street, Belgrave in the County of 
Leicester on 30th March 1878.  It also states that the death was in the sub-district of “Ro..hley” (third letter 
indistinct), which could only be Rothley, which is 4 miles north of Belgrave, and 4 miles south of Barrow upon 
Soar (which is named as the Registration District in the certificate).  Belgrave was a village one mile north of 
Leicester city centre.2 

The occupation of painter correlates to Albert’s occupation of “Carriage Painter” given in the 1875 birth 
certificate of his son Alfred (in which Albert’s wife Mary is named as providing the information, and hence it is 
first-hand information, that is, personally seen, heard or experienced by the informant).  It also correlates to his 
occupation of “Coach painter” given in the Marton parish record of Alfred’s christening.  The informant for that 
information would have been either Albert himself or his wife Mary, so that would also be first-hand information.  
(See the brief relating to Alfred Charles John Ludlam for Alfred’s birth certificate and parish christening record).  

The date of death also correlates to Alfred Ludlam’s information in his above December 1942 letter to his 
daughter Dorothy that his father died suddenly when Alfred was four (actually, he was 3 weeks from turning 3, 
see the brief relating to Alfred Charles John Ludlam for evidence as to his birth date). 

The death in Belgrave one mile north of Leicester also correlates with the family’s abode being given as “No. 5 
Newark St, Leicester” in Alfred’s birth certificate, and as “Leicester” in Alfred’s parish christening record.3  It 
also correlates with Albert’s parents living in Leicester, as stated by Alfred in his above December 1942 letter to 
his daughter Dorothy. 

Accordingly, it can be confirmed that the above death certificate relating to Albert John Ludlam is that of the 
father of Alfred Charles John Ludlam. 

 
2 It is now a northern suburb of the city, having been subsumed into the Corporation of Leicester in 1891.  See 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgrave,_Leicester. 
3 Newarke Street is ¼ mile south of Leicester city centre. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgrave,_Leicester
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This is further confirmed in that, from the commencement of civil registration of births, deaths and marriages on 
1st July 18374 until 31st December 1899, a FreeBMD search5 returns one English record only relating to the death 
of an “Albert John Ludlam”, being a death in the March quarter of 1878.  The relevant record is – 

LUDLAM, Albert John,   41.   ……….Barrow S.   7a.   113 

The other data given, apart from the name, denotes aged 41 at death, the registration district of Barrow upon 
Soar,6 and Volume 7A, page 113 of the GRO registers. 

The relevant page of the index recording the location in the GRO registers of the death registration is as follows. 

 

 
 

The record in the index confirms that Albert John Ludlam died in the March quarter, 1878, and that his death was 
recorded in the Barrow upon Soar registration district. 

The related Family Search extract7 from the GRO registration index for this record of a death is at 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2JLS-8BK.8 

Accordingly, Albert John Ludlam died on 30th March 1878 at Martin Street, Belgrave in the County of Leicester. 

 
4 Prior to 1837, baptisms, marriages and burials were generally only recorded in parish registers maintained by Church of England clergy.  In 
1836, legislation was passed that established the General Register Office (UK), and required that births, marriages and deaths in England 
and Wales be registered under a national system.  This took effect on 1st July 1837.  See 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Register_Office_for_England_and_Wales.  Until 1875, there was no penalty for failure to register, and 
not all births, marriages and deaths were therefore registered – see https://www.familyheritagesearch.co.uk/2011/07/1-july-1837-civil-
registration-started-in-england-wales/. 
5 See https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/information.pl?cite=%2BrHwQ2%2BqwpO0UeeP%2FIzzjw&scan=1.  FreeBMD volunteers have 
digitised the indices to the registers of the GRO, and an image of the relevant page in the index is linked to each digital record.  See 
https://www.freebmd.org.uk/.  Accordingly, FreeBMD information only goes back as far as the GRO registers, that is, to 1st July 1837. 
6 “The district Barrow S. is an alternative name for Barrow upon Soar and it is in the county of Leicestershire.”  See the FreeBMD note which is 
hyperlinked to “Barrow S” in the FreeBMD search for a record of Albert’s death (the note is at 
https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/districts.pl?r=61236123:1861&d=bmd_1672866285). 
7 Note that this Family Search record links to a person record at https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/changelog/G4BQ-619, which 
person record gives the location of death as “226” Martin Street.  However, as can be seen from the above death certificate, 226 is actually 
the folio number of the entry. 
8 URLs of Family Search records linked herein include “61903”, presumably a specific member number, and likely need adapting to function. 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2JLS-8BK
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Register_Office_for_England_and_Wales
https://www.familyheritagesearch.co.uk/2011/07/1-july-1837-civil-registration-started-in-england-wales/
https://www.familyheritagesearch.co.uk/2011/07/1-july-1837-civil-registration-started-in-england-wales/
https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/information.pl?cite=%2BrHwQ2%2BqwpO0UeeP%2FIzzjw&scan=1
https://www.freebmd.org.uk/
https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/districts.pl?r=61236123:1861&d=bmd_1672866285
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/changelog/G4BQ-619
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As the death certificate notes, there was a coronial inquest.  There is a report of the same in the Leicester 
Chronicle of 6th April 1878, page 10, see https://www.findmypast.com/image-
viewer?issue=BL%2F0000173%2F18780406&page=10&article=044:9 

 

 
 

Albert’s birth and parentage 

In his above letter to his daughter Dorothy Shields dated 2nd December 1942, Alfred Charles John Ludlam 
stated – 

1. his grandfather was Charles Ludlam 

2. Charles carried on business as a carriage trimmer and upholsterer in Leicester 

3. he (Alfred) thinks that the business was located in Abbeygate Street, Leicester10 

4. his grandmother’s maiden name was Blockley Ball 

5. she was from Claybrook, Leicestershire 

6. he was very young when his grandparents died 

7. his grandparents had several sons, Alfred’s uncles, but contact was lost with them after Albert died and 
Alfred’s mother moved the family to Marton. 

So far as concerns Albert’s birth and parentage, the letter evidences that Albert’s father was Charles Ludlam, a 
carriage trimmer and upholsterer of Leicester (which indicates that, most likely, Albert was born in Leicester), 
and that Albert’s mother’s maiden name was Blockley Ball, and her family came from Claybrook.11 

Albert’s above death certificate says Albert John Ludlam was 41 at his death on 30th March 1878.  If that age at 
death is correct, he was born between 31st March 1836 and 30th March 1837. 

 
9 Similar reports were in the Leicester Advertiser of 6th April 1878, page 8, see https://www.findmypast.com/image-
viewer?issue=BL%2F0004960%2F18780406&page=8&article=008, the Leicester Journal of 5th April 1878, see 
https://www.findmypast.com/image-viewer?issue=BL%2F0000205%2F18780405&page=8&article=056, and the Leicester Weekly Post of 6th 
April 1878, page 2, see https://www.findmypast.com/image-viewer?issue=BL%2F0002148%2F18780406&page=2&article=021. 
10 In an oral family history provided by Dorothy Shields to Stephen Palyga in the 1970s, she gave the street name as Aldgate Street.  There is 
an Aldgate Avenue in Evington, now an outer eastern suburb of Leicester, but no Aldgate Street.  Abbey Gate is a street in the inner north area 
of Leicester.  The area is now a bulky goods retail and industrial area. 
11 Given that Alfred was still 3 weeks from turning 3 when his father died on 30th March 1878, this information would not be first-hand.  
However, the evidence remains probative as received family history, as it was likely received by Alfred from his mother, who would have had 
first-hand knowledge of it. 

https://www.findmypast.com/image-viewer?issue=BL%2F0000173%2F18780406&page=10&article=044
https://www.findmypast.com/image-viewer?issue=BL%2F0000173%2F18780406&page=10&article=044
https://www.findmypast.com/image-viewer?issue=BL%2F0004960%2F18780406&page=8&article=008
https://www.findmypast.com/image-viewer?issue=BL%2F0004960%2F18780406&page=8&article=008
https://www.findmypast.com/image-viewer?issue=BL%2F0000205%2F18780405&page=8&article=056
https://www.findmypast.com/image-viewer?issue=BL%2F0002148%2F18780406&page=2&article=021
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A search for the baptism of an Albert Ludlam (also “Ludlum” and “Ludland”12) around 1836-1837 in the 
Leicestershire Parish Records database of Family Search was unsuccessful.13 

The like search in FindMyPast,14 and also a search of the England Births and Christenings database of Family 
Search, were also unsuccessful.  The like search of FreeREG (which allows free internet searches of parish 
baptism, marriage, and burial records)15 was also unsuccessful. 

However, the searches did return an Albert Ludlam, aged 24, and the son of a Charles Ludlam, Coach Painter of 
Leicester, in the 1861 England Census, see 
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1861%2F2295%2F00560A&parentid=GBC%2F1861%2F001
2308143: 

 

 
 

The details in the record line up with Alfred’s information about his grandparents in his above December 1942 
letter to his daughter Dorothy, specifically that his grandfather’s name was Charles, and his grandmother was 
from Claybrook, Leicestershire.  Her birthplace is given as “Ullesthorpe” in Leicestershire.  That town adjoins the 
twin villages of Claybrooke Magna and Claybrooke Parva.  All three villages are less than a mile apart. 

 
12 A Sue Hope Family Group Sheet in Kath Palyga’s files has a note stating that “Uncle Len’s notes state sometime known as Ludland”.  
Susan Mary Hope nee Ludlam is the daughter of Harold Ludlam, the fifth child of Alfred’s younger brother Albert Edward John Ludlam (known 
as Jack).  “Len” is Leonard John Ludlam, Jack’s fourth child. 
13 See, for example, 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?f.collectionId=2840172&q.anyDate.from=1836&q.givenName=Albert&q.surname=Lu
dlam. 
14 See 
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?firstname=albert&firstname_variants=true&lastname=ludlam&lastname_variants=true&event
year=1836&eventyear_offset=5&keywordsplace=leicester%2c%20leicestershire%2c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5&sourcecou
ntry=england&sid=999. 
15 “The aim of FreeREG is to provide free internet searches of baptism, marriage, and burial records.  We are transcribing records from parish 
registers, non-conformist records and other relevant sources in the UK”: see https://www.freereg.org.uk/cms/about.  The recording of 
baptisms, marriages and burials in parish registers began in England and Wales in 1538: see https://www.freereg.org.uk/cms/about. 

https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1861%2F2295%2F00560A&parentid=GBC%2F1861%2F0012308143
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1861%2F2295%2F00560A&parentid=GBC%2F1861%2F0012308143
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?f.collectionId=2840172&q.anyDate.from=1836&q.givenName=Albert&q.surname=Ludlam
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?f.collectionId=2840172&q.anyDate.from=1836&q.givenName=Albert&q.surname=Ludlam
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?firstname=albert&firstname_variants=true&lastname=ludlam&lastname_variants=true&eventyear=1836&eventyear_offset=5&keywordsplace=leicester%2c%20leicestershire%2c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5&sourcecountry=england&sid=999
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?firstname=albert&firstname_variants=true&lastname=ludlam&lastname_variants=true&eventyear=1836&eventyear_offset=5&keywordsplace=leicester%2c%20leicestershire%2c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5&sourcecountry=england&sid=999
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?firstname=albert&firstname_variants=true&lastname=ludlam&lastname_variants=true&eventyear=1836&eventyear_offset=5&keywordsplace=leicester%2c%20leicestershire%2c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5&sourcecountry=england&sid=999
https://www.freereg.org.uk/cms/about
https://www.freereg.org.uk/cms/about
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Further, the fact that at age 24 Albert was still living with his parents lines up with his marriage later in life (see 
below).  An age of 24 also correlates with Albert dying at 41 seventeen years later in 1878. 

Accordingly, this census record relates to Albert’s family, and verifies that his mother’s name was Sophia.  

The 1861 census16 was taken on the 7th April,17 and, in recording Albert’s age as 24, the census implies a date 
range for his birth of 6th April 1836 to 7th April 1837.  The record also names Albert’s birthplace as “Leicester St 
Marys”.  This would be a reference to the parish of St Mary de Castro, which parish area is part of the “ancient 
borough”18 of Leicester.19  (The 1851 and 1871 census records for Albert, see below, also name his birthplace as 
Leicester). 

Searches for the family in other censuses were conducted.  The 1851 census record for the family, see 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:SG1D-Z8Z, gives Albert’s age as 14, and names an older brother 
“Lordine”, aged 18.  The census was taken on 30th March,20 and hence the census record implies a date range for 
Albert’s birth of between 31st March 1836 and 30th March 1837, coincidentally the same date range as implied by 
Albert’s death certificate (as he also died on a 30th March). 

The 1851 census record, which actually records Albert’s older brother as “Loraine”, not “Lordine”, and as a 
“trimmer of hosiery”, is at 
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1851%2F4355387%2F00758&parentid=GBC%2F1851%2F0
012457268: 

 

 
16 See also https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M7YQ-7VC. 
17 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1861_United_Kingdom_census. 
18 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_borough. 
19 See https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/leics/vol4/pp369-380. 
20 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1851_United_Kingdom_census. 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:SG1D-Z8Z
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1851%2F4355387%2F00758&parentid=GBC%2F1851%2F0012457268
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1851%2F4355387%2F00758&parentid=GBC%2F1851%2F0012457268
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M7YQ-7VC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1861_United_Kingdom_census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_borough
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/leics/vol4/pp369-380
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1851_United_Kingdom_census
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The 1841 census record for the family, see https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MQYP-F5R, gives 
Albert’s age as 5.  The 1841 census was taken on the 6th June,21 and hence this record implies a date range for 
Albert’s birth of 7th June 1835 to 6th June 1836. 

The 1841 census record, which also records Albert’s older brother as “Loraine”, is at 
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1841%2F0605%2F0495&parentid=GBC%2F1841%2F00105
06564: 

 

 
 

If the statements as to Albert’s age in the 1841, 1851 and 1861 were all correct, then, taking the three censuses 
together, the date range for Albert’s birth is narrowed to 6th April 1836 to 6th June 1836.22 

The 1871 census, see https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFTK-VJ4, finds Albert still living with 
Charles and Sophia, and gives his age as 33.  The 1871 census was taken on the 2nd April,23 and hence this record 
assigns a date range for Albert’s birth of 3rd April 1837 to 2nd April 1838. 

This is the 1871 census record, see 
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1871%2F3285%2F0140&parentid=GBC%2F1871%2F00174
90642: 

 

 
21 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1841_United_Kingdom_census. 
22 The 1841 census information, implying a birth between 7th June 1835 to 6th June 1836, might be thought the most likely to be accurate, 
given Albert’s birth day and year would have been of recent memory to his parents, except that ages in the above page of the 1841 census 
appear mostly to be rounded up or down to the nearest “0” or “5”.  Albert’s birth date is given as April, 1837 in his Family Search person 
record, see https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/G4BQ-619, but no source record is given for that data.  The place of birth is 
given as St Mary, Leicester, and also, under the tab “About”, St Marys Church, Snibston.  The latter is said to be “computer-generated”.  
Snibston does indeed have a St Mary’s Church, but Snibston is 12 miles east-north-east of Leicester centre, and has no known connection 
to the family.  It may safely be concluded that the computer has conflated the two St Mary’s. 
23 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1871_United_Kingdom_census. 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MQYP-F5R
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1841%2F0605%2F0495&parentid=GBC%2F1841%2F0010506564
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1841%2F0605%2F0495&parentid=GBC%2F1841%2F0010506564
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFTK-VJ4
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1871%2F3285%2F0140&parentid=GBC%2F1871%2F0017490642
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1871%2F3285%2F0140&parentid=GBC%2F1871%2F0017490642
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1841_United_Kingdom_census
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/G4BQ-619
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1871_United_Kingdom_census
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The 1871 census information is not in line with the age information in the other three censuses, nor in line with 
the age given in Albert’s death certificate.  Further, no record of an “Albert Ludlam” birth in any English county 
after the commencement of civil registration on 1st July 1837 was found in a FreeBMD search, which strongly 
suggests he was not born after 1st July 1837.  (FreeBMD information only goes back as far as the GRO registers).  
The search result is as follows. 

 

 
 

As stated, Albert’s age as noted in the 1841, 1851 and 1861 censuses suggest Albert was born in about the June 
quarter of 1836.24 

The baptism register for St Mary de Castro25 covering the 1830s was therefore manually inspected for Albert’s 
baptism, starting from the commencement of civil registration of births on 1st July 1837, and working backwards 
through the register from that date (which is at image number 300, page 290, see 
https://search.findmypast.com/record/browse?id=S2/GBPRS/LEICS/102228574/00300). 

At image number 261, page 251, the baptism on 26th June 1837 of another child to Charles and Sophia, Isabella, 
was located, see https://search.findmypast.com/record/browse?id=S2/GBPRS/LEICS/102228574/00261).  This 
is a close up of the entry:26 

 

 
24 For transcripts of the 1841, 1851, 1861 and 1871 census records in Family Search, see 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MQYP-F5R and https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:SG1D-Z8Z and 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M7YQ-7VC and https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFTK-VJ4. 
25 St Mary de Castro features in a significant number of baptism, marriage and burial records for Ludlam ancestors. 
26 The Family Search record of the baptism is at https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP4S-JWDW. 

https://search.findmypast.com/record/browse?id=S2/GBPRS/LEICS/102228574/00300
https://search.findmypast.com/record/browse?id=S2/GBPRS/LEICS/102228574/00261
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MQYP-F5R
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:SG1D-Z8Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M7YQ-7VC
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFTK-VJ4
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP4S-JWDW


9 
 

 
 

Isabella (of Park Street, Leicester) was buried at “Saint Mary Leicester” the next day by the same curate, see 
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=S2%2FGBPRS%2FLEICS%2F102228436%2F00268&parentid=GBPRS
%2FLEICS%2FBUR%2F00376647.  This is a close up of the relevant record, which notes that she was aged 2: 

 

 
 

That suggests that Isabella was baptised the previous day (26th June 1837) because she was gravely ill, rather 
than that her baptism was part of the late June 1837 rush to baptise before the start of civil registration.27 

The St Mary baptism records were manually inspected all the way back to October 1832 (image 167, page 157), 
when Albert’s parents Charles and Sophia married, see the brief relating to Charles Ludlam.  No baptism of an 
Albert Ludlam was recorded. 

In case he was born prior to the commencement of civil registration, but baptised afterwards, the St Mary de 
Castro baptism register was also inspected from 1st July 1837 to the end of 1838 (image 328, page 17), which 
should cover that possibility given Albert was said to be 5 years old at the census in June 1841, see above, and 
although it is noted that many entries on the page appear to round ages to a number ending in “0” or “5”. 

That rounding also suggests that the 1851 and 1861 census records, which list Albert’s age without rounding, 
and as 14 and 24 respectively, are more accurate, or at least endeavour to be, and, as noted above, taken 
together they imply a birth between 31st March 1836 and 7th April 1837.  The 1851 census record also lists 
Loraine as aged 18, that is, 4 years older than Albert. 

 
27 There are 40 pages (pages 261-300) of St Mary baptisms on 29th and 30th June 1837 alone, including, obviously, groups of siblings, making a 
late June 1837 baptism date an unreliable indicator of birth date for most of those baptised.  As to the surge in baptisms immediately prior to 
the new civil registration system commencing, see http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/PDF/LPS19/LPS19_1977_50-57.pdf and 
http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/PDF/LPS39/LPS39_1987_24-31.pdf.  The reason for the phenomenon is suggested to be a 
parental desire for their children’s births to be officially documented. 

https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=S2%2FGBPRS%2FLEICS%2F102228436%2F00268&parentid=GBPRS%2FLEICS%2FBUR%2F00376647
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=S2%2FGBPRS%2FLEICS%2F102228436%2F00268&parentid=GBPRS%2FLEICS%2FBUR%2F00376647
http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/PDF/LPS19/LPS19_1977_50-57.pdf
http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/PDF/LPS39/LPS39_1987_24-31.pdf


10 
 

Albert’s Family Search person record at https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/details/G4BQ-619 links a 
baptism record for Loraine at https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP4S-G2S5?lang=en: 

 

 
 

(Notably, Loraine’s middle name of “Blockley” corroborates that that was the family name of Albert’s mother as 
stated by Alfred in his above December 1942 letter to his daughter Dorothy).28 

According to the above Family Search record, Loraine was baptised in 1834 at a different place in Leicester from 
St Mary’s, namely St George.  The FindMyPast transcript of the baptism record is at 
https://www.findmypast.com/transcript?id=GBPRS%2FLEICS%2FBAP%2F00598182&tab=this: 

 

 

 
28 In an oral family history provided by Dorothy Shields to Stephen Palyga in the 1970s, she gave her patrilineal great-grandmother’s surname 
as Blockley, rather than Blockley Ball, as Alfred had done in his 1942 letter. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/details/G4BQ-619
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP4S-G2S5?lang=en
https://www.findmypast.com/transcript?id=GBPRS%2FLEICS%2FBAP%2F00598182&tab=this


11 
 

 

The image of the relevant register page is at 
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=S2%2FGBPRS%2FLEICS%2F102228563%2F00223&parentid=GBPRS
%2FLEICS%2FBAP%2F00598182: 

 

 
 

Note that the reference to a “parish” baptism is crossed out at the top.  Nevertheless, Leicester St George is an 
Ecclesiastical Parish, created in 1829 from Leicester St Margaret Ancient Parish.29 

This is a close up of the relevant entry: 

 

 
 

Given Loraine’s baptism on 6th August 1834, if Albert was 4 years younger than him, that may suggest a later birth 
date for Albert, possibly in 1838.  Conversely, the fact that Charles and Sophia waited until Isabella was 2 before 

 
29 See https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Leicester_St_George,_Leicestershire,_England_Genealogy.  Until quite recently, the church 
served as an Anglican church.  It was then acquired by the Serbian Orthodox Church, which commenced to hold services there in 1973, see 
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1299776?section=official-list-entry. 

https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=S2%2FGBPRS%2FLEICS%2F102228563%2F00223&parentid=GBPRS%2FLEICS%2FBAP%2F00598182
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=S2%2FGBPRS%2FLEICS%2F102228563%2F00223&parentid=GBPRS%2FLEICS%2FBAP%2F00598182
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Leicester_St_George,_Leicestershire,_England_Genealogy
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1299776?section=official-list-entry
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baptising her suggest they were unhurried about baptising.  That may mean Loraine was baptised some time 
after he was born. 

Given Charles and Sophia baptised Loraine at “Leicester, St George”, a FindMyPast search was also conducted 
for any other Ludlam baptism at Leicester St George from 1829 to 1839, but it did not return a baptism for an 
Albert.30  The like FindMyPast search was also conducted for any Ludlam baptism at its antecedent church 
Leicester St Margaret from 1829 to 1839, but, again, it did not return a baptism for an Albert.31 

A wider FindMyPast search of all Leicester parish baptism records from 1829 to 1839 could not locate a baptism 
for an Albert (or similar) Ludlam.32  Finally, in case Albert was born prior to Sophia Blockley’s marriage to Charles 
in 1832 (see below), a search was conducted for an Albert Blockley baptism in Leicester between 1829 and 
1839, but it returned no relevant record.33 

Accordingly, Albert’s birth or baptism record could not be located.  He was likely born about 1836.  

The 185134 and 187135 census records for Albert name his birthplace as Leicester (see above).  The 1861 census 
records his birthplace as “Leicester St Marys” (see above).  Also, at that time, Albert’s parents were almost 
certainly residents of Leicester, having married there in October 1832, see below, and having baptised Loraine 
there on 6th August 1834, and Isabella there on 26th June 1837, see above. 

Accordingly, it may be concluded that Albert was born in Leicester. 

 

Albert’s marriage 

In his letter to his daughter Dorothy Shields dated 2nd December 1942 (see above), Alfred Charles John Ludlam 
stated that his mother was a Walker from Marton, Warwickshire. 

The information as to Alfred’s mother’s maiden name is first-hand (that is, personally seen, heard or 
experienced), as Alfred also states that he and his mother went to live with her family of Walkers in Marton all 
through his school days. 

A FreeBMD search for any marriage of an “Albert Ludlam” to a “Walker” anywhere in England and anytime since 
1837 returned only one record in the index to the GRO registers, that of a marriage in the June quarter of 1874 of 
an “Albert John Ludlam”, and which was registered in the Rugby registration district. 

The record is – 

LUDLAM, Albert John               Rugby  6d.   729 

(Given the headings in the index to the GRO registers, the numbers given refer to Volume 6D, page 729). 

The relevant page of the index to the GRO registers is as follows. 

 
30 See 
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?datasetname=leicestershire+baptisms&sid=103&lastname=ludlam&lastname_variants=true
&yearofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&parish=leicester%2c+st+george. 
31 See 
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?datasetname=leicestershire+baptisms&sid=103&lastname=ludlam&lastname_variants=true
&yearofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&parish=leicester%2c+st+margaret%27s. 
32 See 
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?lastname=ludlam&yearofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&keywordsplace=leicester%2c%20
leicestershire%2c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5&datasetname=leicestershire%20baptisms&sourcecountry=england&sid=100. 
33 See 
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?firstname=albert&firstname_variants=true&lastname=blockley&lastname_variants=true&yea
rofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&keywordsplace=leicester%2c%20leicestershire%2c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5&source
country=england&sid=999.  The hypothesis is most unlikely in any case, given Albert’s age was recorded as 5 at the 1841 census, and given 
that Loraine, baptised in 1834, was stated as older than Albert in both the 1841 and 1851 censuses. 
34 See https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1851%2F4355387%2F00758&parentid=GBC%2F1851%2F0012457268. 
35 See https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1871%2F3285%2F0140&parentid=GBC%2F1871%2F0017490642. 

https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?datasetname=leicestershire+baptisms&sid=103&lastname=ludlam&lastname_variants=true&yearofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&parish=leicester%2c+st+george
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?datasetname=leicestershire+baptisms&sid=103&lastname=ludlam&lastname_variants=true&yearofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&parish=leicester%2c+st+george
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?datasetname=leicestershire+baptisms&sid=103&lastname=ludlam&lastname_variants=true&yearofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&parish=leicester%2c+st+margaret%27s
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?datasetname=leicestershire+baptisms&sid=103&lastname=ludlam&lastname_variants=true&yearofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&parish=leicester%2c+st+margaret%27s
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?lastname=ludlam&yearofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&keywordsplace=leicester%2c%20leicestershire%2c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5&datasetname=leicestershire%20baptisms&sourcecountry=england&sid=100
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?lastname=ludlam&yearofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&keywordsplace=leicester%2c%20leicestershire%2c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5&datasetname=leicestershire%20baptisms&sourcecountry=england&sid=100
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?firstname=albert&firstname_variants=true&lastname=blockley&lastname_variants=true&yearofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&keywordsplace=leicester%2c%20leicestershire%2c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5&sourcecountry=england&sid=999
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?firstname=albert&firstname_variants=true&lastname=blockley&lastname_variants=true&yearofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&keywordsplace=leicester%2c%20leicestershire%2c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5&sourcecountry=england&sid=999
https://www.findmypast.com/search/results?firstname=albert&firstname_variants=true&lastname=blockley&lastname_variants=true&yearofbirth=1834&yearofbirth_offset=5&keywordsplace=leicester%2c%20leicestershire%2c%20england&keywordsplace_proximity=5&sourcecountry=england&sid=999
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1851%2F4355387%2F00758&parentid=GBC%2F1851%2F0012457268
https://search.findmypast.com/record?id=GBC%2F1871%2F3285%2F0140&parentid=GBC%2F1871%2F0017490642
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A close up of the relevant record is as follows. 

 
 

As the sole GRO record of a marriage of an Albert Ludlam to a Walker in England since 1837, this record almost 
certainly relates to Albert the father of Alfred Charles John Ludlam.  Also, given the registration district was 
Rugby, he was not married in Leicester, but, presumably, at the Walkers’ family church in Marton, given that 
Marton is within the boundaries of Rugby Borough Council,36 and also was (until 2005) within the Rugby 
registration district.37 

A search of FreeBMD information for any marriage of a “Walker” registered in Rugby registration district, and in 
the June quarter of 1874, returned only one marriage, for a “Mary Walker”, and it is recorded on the same page of 
the same volume of the GRO registers as Albert’s marriage i.e. Volume 6D, page 729. 

The relevant page of the index to the GRO registers is as follows. 

 

 
36 See https://www.google.com/maps/place/Marton,+Rugby,+UK/@52.3195392,-
1.4316782,10.85z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x48774703d5dfa10d:0x40e1ca8bbc2e5f0!2sRugby+District,+UK!3b1!8m2!3d52.3965191!4d-
1.3249959!3m4!1s0x487737a1268d7b8f:0x3099614031fd42ba!8m2!3d52.3165332!4d-1.4018941. 
37 See https://www.ukbmd.org.uk/reg/districts/rugby.html.  The town of Rugby is 7 miles north-east of the village of Marton. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Marton,+Rugby,+UK/@52.3195392,-1.4316782,10.85z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x48774703d5dfa10d:0x40e1ca8bbc2e5f0!2sRugby+District,+UK!3b1!8m2!3d52.3965191!4d-1.3249959!3m4!1s0x487737a1268d7b8f:0x3099614031fd42ba!8m2!3d52.3165332!4d-1.4018941
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Marton,+Rugby,+UK/@52.3195392,-1.4316782,10.85z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x48774703d5dfa10d:0x40e1ca8bbc2e5f0!2sRugby+District,+UK!3b1!8m2!3d52.3965191!4d-1.3249959!3m4!1s0x487737a1268d7b8f:0x3099614031fd42ba!8m2!3d52.3165332!4d-1.4018941
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Marton,+Rugby,+UK/@52.3195392,-1.4316782,10.85z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x48774703d5dfa10d:0x40e1ca8bbc2e5f0!2sRugby+District,+UK!3b1!8m2!3d52.3965191!4d-1.3249959!3m4!1s0x487737a1268d7b8f:0x3099614031fd42ba!8m2!3d52.3165332!4d-1.4018941
https://www.ukbmd.org.uk/reg/districts/rugby.html
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A close up of the relevant record is as follows. 

 
 

A marriage in the June quarter of 1874 correlates with Albert’s first born child, Alfred Charles John Ludlam, 
having been born on 18th April 1875. 

Accordingly, it can be confirmed that Albert John Ludlam and Mary Ludlam married in the second quarter of 
1874, and that Mary Ludlam’s maiden name was Walker.38 

At the time of research, Warwickshire parish records were available free online through Family Search.  
However, a Marton parish record for a Ludlam-Walker marriage in the June 1874 quarter could not be located.  
(The index to the online Marton parish records in the Family Search database indicates that its marriage records 
only go to 1835).39 

A FreeREG search relating to an 1874 marriage in Warwickshire of either Albert Ludlam or Mary Walker was also 
unsuccessful. 

Accordingly, in order to prove the specific date of marriage, on 16th January 2023, a certificate relating to the 
Ludlam-Walker marriage in the June quarter of 1874 was ordered from the UK General Register Office.  The 
certificate provided, as below, confirmed the date of marriage as 24th May 1874, and the place of marriage as 
Marton parish church. 

 

 
38 The Family Search record for the birth of Albert’s son Alfred, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XX5D-D9N, links the name 
“Mary Ludlam” as mother, and following that link leads to a record for one “Mary Walker”, born 1842 in Marton, Warwickshire.  The 
“PERSON” link for Mary Walker then leads to an entry for a marriage of Albert John Ludlam and Mary Walker, said to be on 24th May 1874 at 
Marton, Warwickshire.  However, the Family Search record includes no information or documentation which proves that date. 
39 See https://www.familysearch.org/search/image/index?owc=X6M6-ZNL%3A42645501%2C1583867710%3Fcc%3D1462403.  The original 
parish registers for the relevant period therefore appear to be missing.  There are banns records for Marton parish for 1874, but none for a 
Ludlam-Walker marriage in the period leading up to June 1874. 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XX5D-D9N
https://www.familysearch.org/search/image/index?owc=X6M6-ZNL%3A42645501%2C1583867710%3Fcc%3D1462403
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Accordingly, Albert John Ludlam married Mary Walker on 24th May 1874 at Marton parish church.40 

The certificate also confirms that Albert was a carriage maker residing at “Holy Trinity Leicester”, and that his 
father was Charles Ludlam, and that he was also a carriage maker. 

It also confirms that Mary was residing at Marton, and her father was John Walker, labourer. 

 

Burial 

An undated note written by Sue Hope41 in Kath Palyga’s files states that Albert is buried in “Welford Cemetery” in 
Leicester. 

FindaGrave has over 38,000 records for Welford Road Cemetery, 82% of which have been photographed. 

A search returned 9 Ludlams, as follows, but no Albert, see below: 

 

 
40 Albert’s age is given in the certificate as 33, suggesting he was born in 1841, but that cannot be right given his age was recorded in the 1841 
census as 5. 
41 As footnoted above, Susan Mary Hope nee Ludlam is the daughter of Harold Ludlam, the fifth child of Alfred’s younger brother Albert 
Edward John Ludlam (known as Jack). 
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