Meet Alf Shields — a
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man of many parts

Frank Clune, noted Australian author and traveller, in his
pook " Try Anythmg Once”, listed an amazing variety of vo-

~cations that had occupied his tiieand energy.

~ Right here on tihe
Gold Coast is an inter-
esting personality who
has mnot tried every-
~thing once, but in con-
siderably less than his
three score and ten, he
has built twelve homes
and engaged in 25 dif-
fering  business  ven-
tures. | '

HE IS ALFRED
CHARLES  SHIELDS,
WHO HAS JUST BUILT,
WITH SOME OUTSIDE
AID, A NEW HOME AT
BURLEIGH HEADS —
OVERLOOKING JOHN
KELLY'S  DRIVE-IN
THEATRE — AND WHO
CONDUCTS THE “FUN
FOR ALL” PLEASURE
PARLOUR IN THE
SHOPPING CENTRE AT
BURLEIGH HEADS.

In common with John
Kelly’'s canned films, Alf
Shields’ mechanical  fun
provokers cannot contract
the ills of human nature
that beset live performers.
Neither can they display
temperament, answer
back, or walk out.

*“"The Good O1l”

~All they require in re-
turn for faithful service
is the good oil and skilled
mechanical know-how;
something their
Alf Shields, has aplenty.

Alf Shields was born at
Surrey Hills, Sydney.
Early he revealed an in-
tense interest in motor|a
mechanics, speedears and
track racing.

At 15 years he rode as
a sidecar competitor at
the old Victoria Park
track, now the British
Motor Corporation’'s gi-
gantic assembly plant.
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At 17 vears he owned

his own motor bike and
competed at Penrith, the
Showgrounds  Speedway
Royal,
‘‘saucer’

and the concrete

at NMaroubra, a

Sydney  harbourside
suburb,

As a secunty measure,

was dyna-
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crete saucer

mited in spots .to ensure
that “‘the invaders’ could
not use it as gun emplace-
ments. Likewise, the teri-
nis court of a prominent
citizen, whose home overs
looked Sydney harbour,

was rumoured to be con-
crete, equal to a howitzer
emplacement.

Concluding his trade|in
apprenticeship, Alf
Shlelds started his “try

“follow
the sun career that
transported him to a
blossoming Canberra,
then Portland, near Lith-
gow, and so to Wood-
stock, in . the Riverina,
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during the war, the con-|

where he opened his first
garage — today. it would
be called a seryice sta-
tion,

In turn followed servicco
stations  at . Bellingen,

1! tern of follnwing‘ the sun

segment of his career at
a property some 300 miles
south-west of = Darwin,
His time on the station
enabled his family to holi-
day with him, and his
rifle returned the revenuc
from some hundreds of
kangaroo skins.

Through it all his
passion for racing  cars
had not diminished, and

in a station worlishop All
Shields  built _his first
midget car, No. 12,

Thus was set the pat-|

by speedway racing in
Adelaide during the sum-
mer; then nnr[h to the
Territory and the cattle
station to dodge Ade-|
laide’'s winter. Omne (trip
via the Rocket Range at
Woomera ‘and the. opal
fields at Cooper Pedy. An-
other trip via Larrimah
where he halted to build|
a steel cattle yard for the
Department of Works. |

Steel for the cattle
vard comprised the old
rails of the Darwin to
Larrimah railway. |

And the rails had to be
prised from the steel
sleepers.

Sydney and Stockinbingal

[ where he stayed put long

enough to share the op-/mark, once hated, now
picture show|tolerated; it reads “Krupp

eration of a

Still visible on each sec-|
tion of rail is a trade

—in addition to running|1884.”

his garage. Mrs. Shields

and his

hall.

When the Japs
bombed Darwin, Al
Shields decided to be in

attended - the -box office,|in the controversial Krupp
Alf projected the films,|mills,

it, sold out his interests,
placed his four daugh-
ters at school, and went
to Melbourne to enlist.

Manpower promptly
placed Alf Shields’ mech-
anical know-how at {he
Essendon airport where he
was engaged on aircraft
engine installation ana
festing.

and whose tennis courl|a newsagency,
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~ As sidelines to his war
job, “Aldf:Shields conducted

first atL
Glenferrie, later at SL
Kilda: and much nearer

to his base at the airport,i

a library at Coburg.

Follow The Sun | Released by Manpower

1945, Alf flew to Ade-
laide, where he acqguired
a furniture business at
Hindmarsh; disposed of
the newsagency at St
Kilda; retained the lib-
rary; gathered his family
unto him in South Aus-

tralia: and spent four
weeks lazing on the

beach.
“ Dreaming on Lhe sea-
shore he missed the
first Army disposals
sale at Darwin, but he
caught the mnext, aud
the next. Also he

caught ~ the “fever ol
chasing the sun, and to
this day since has not
seen a-winter come and
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Those steel rails, rolled

were laid by

partner owned|Chinese labourers inden-
the power plant—and the|tured to work in the

desert — ‘“not fit for a
white man’’—that was at
that time Northern Aus-
tralia, And those same
rails were torn up by
modern wrecking equip-
ment, and replaced with
United States steel by
United Stales Army per-
sonnel when Australia’s
North was threatened.

Back to Adelaide where
speedways were slumping
as a form of public enter-
tainment, and Rowley
Park and Kilburn (with a
succession of 14 different
promoters) were compet-
ing for tne declining
trade. |

Walked In
Alf Shields” walked in
where “angels” had de-

cided to tread no longer,
and he acquired BOTH

Rowley Park and Kilburn
speedways
Next weck's story
will tell how Alf Shields
became Adelaide’s only
and full-time speedway

operator; built and
t

raced his own midge
cars and hot rods; im-
ported overseas cham-
cama.

drivers;
saw, and ‘:E: w
quered by

Coast: ploneered the
mini tours; and hLnally
foonded “Fuan For A"
al Burieigh Heads.
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~ - Today we coinplete the story ot a man of varied interests
— Burleigh Heads amusement parlour owner, Mr. Alf

Shields:

Last week we traced |
the career of All
Shields from his early
love of motor mechan-
ics, through the opera-
tion of mumerous ser-

waica gtations;, war ser-
. Vice as . aviation en-
gineer, partnership in-a
~picture show, cattle
grazing, and econstrue-
tion of his own racing
cars, to acqguisition of
TWO slumping speed-
ways in Adelaide,

Alf, Shields had decided
that where two speed-
ways failed, one speedway
with skilled showman-
ship, overseas champion
viders and drivers, and
Ccatering to family patron-
age could succeed.

So he took over Rowle
Park and Kilburn, Then
he closed Kilburn and
concentrated the com-
bined equipment on im-
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concdiucted a campaign of-ham; raced at Rowley
outdoor advertising, using|Park, and against Ali.
every - 24-sheet stand he|Shields, before Jack went
could ‘lease, overseas to become the

| - |world champion.
24 Sheetlers Trouble loomed over the
Twenty - four

sheeters|SPeedway. Residents

are the large roadside/Prought action against
hoardings thgat hit the|Alf. Shields for *disturb-

eyes when car tripping on|i& the peace” with the
Sjlll.ﬂda}". PPIis roar of his racing

is a mnew de-|Mmachines. :
=N w:;zr Speeedway This time, instead of

d id divi-| circling the saucer track,
PRIy, AN P N TSRl e loa s froer,

|He built a special trailer

Alf, Shields’ Rowley
Park attendance jump-
ed from 1150 per meet-
ing to 3500; to 9000.

court to court until he
finally got the decision
from a Supreme Court]
judge.

y| Then he started to im-

All. Shields was back
in business; Rowley
Park was Dbig-time;
and headline news,

So while the going was|

port overseas names,
and 14,000 adults paid
to see Frank Brewer.

Famous English lady

proving Rowley Park. .

In addition to splash|ed Rowley Park, and Aus-
ewspaper advertising, heltralia’s own Jack Brab-

n

good, Alf. 100k off on a

yorld tour that clnckedi
28,000 air miles in four
months, and covered 40

driver, Fay Taylor, pack-
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rspeedways

in— U.S.A_|

passed certainly to cap-
able hands and good ad-
ministration.

Follow the Sun

But Alf. did not give!
up his interest in the
speed .tracks completely.

to carry his midget car
and barnstormed all over
Australia, still chasing
the sun, and competing at
interstate speedways.

In his last year of
speedway racing the
young veteran was placed
second in the First Aus-
tralian Hotrod Champion-
ship, a thrilling race in
which only seven cars
from a field of twenty
crossed the finishing line,

Thus, in 1954, he came
to the Gold Coast wvia
Toowoomba and Brisbane
where he had competed
with some success. Alf.
repeated the trip in 1956,
and on that visit he
bought a home at Broad-
beach

Also he Dbought ai

England and the Conm-

tinent.

Highlight of the trip

was an invitation to the Shiel

Indianapolis
tthe: Melbourne
speedcar racing.,
Indiana world-famous car
racing spectacle, that has
provided newsreel feat-
ures — and a few trage-
dies — over many vears,
Alf. reccived red carpet
reatment and V.IP.
courtesy.
~ He treasures the pass
|that gained him entry to
.| the pits — something, ap-|
parently, as rare and
sacred as being admitted|
backstage on the opening
night of a new Folies
show; or watching a
close-up of Liz Taylor and
Richard Burton in a
torrid love scene on a
closed *‘Cleopatra’ set.
In _England he was
feted at the Exeter speed-
way and interviewed on
the BB.C. In Paris he
was the pguest of Abe

speedway,|tions of

Cup of
As the ;mth

mini-bus, “hung up his
helmet”, and com-
menced operations as a
charter driver on logal
tours.

A good raconteur, AIf.
ds spiced his descrip-
local 'landmarks
stories ofi other
ands, other' people, and
many places.. And long
before “I've Been Every-
where” took & young Aus-
tralian vocalist " to Las
Vegas and neon lights,

(Alf. Shields was dubbed
[by  his

mini-bus pas-
sengers. and Gold Coast-
ers, as the man who's
been everywhere — or
knows someone who has.

Wooed Away

Thus Alf. Shields was
wooed away from the
speedways, hot-rods and
midgets. And he gave up
chasing the sun because
the Gold Coast delivered
it gz his doorstep daily.

t Alf. Shields is 3
long way from relirement.
To prove it he graded and
drained the block on

Saperstein, who in addi-
ltion to . controliing the
|world - famous  coloured
I basketball wizards, the
“Harlem  Globetrotters”,
also dabbles in other busi-
ness venlures including
| speedways.

Ideas

After visiting Rome,
New York, Las Vegas and
Honolulu, -Alf, walelds re-
turned to Australia full of
bright ideas — then sold
his Rowley Park speed-
way 10 South Australian
millionaire sportsman and
. lover Kym Bonython,
"Born in  Adelalde,
where his ndfather
founded the Adelalde Ad-
vertiser newspaper, Kym
Bonython left school to

the RAAF, become
Squadron Leader :
thon, DI"C,, AF.C, and
gurvive a 70 mile jungle
trek nlll'tlr %ﬂm
down East 8.
» He ﬂi&h.tho Australian
champlonship,

:Ru Australian speedcar
Prix and came

wiiich his_new  homesat
Burleigh Heads now rests;
and in the process he
shed a neat 28 pounds.

Adelaide’'s one-time
“King of Whizz"” still
employs his engineer-
ing knowledge to keep
the whecls  turning.
Now the wheels are en-
casad in fun-provoeking
slod  macihines, and not
“attached to super speed
cars and hot-rods,

From riding the hot-
rods on the world's speed-
ways to nding the surf-
boards at Burleigh Hea

beach is a long" t
Alf, “hle]dﬁj?n?gdm—m

~

he made a lot of friends,
HE DID NOT “TR
EVERYTHING ONCE"
BUT ALONG THE WAY
HE HAD A GO A
MANY THINGS.

Alf. Shields managed
several service stations;
operated a  picture
show; served as an ale-
eraft engineer: sold war
surplus equipment;
ow a faralture store;
r cattle: shot buf-
o and  Kangaroos;

controlled n capital elty

speedway: bullt his own

specdears
Inst

and el
champlons:
minlt  bus




